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For the Massachusetts M. Magazine, 
THE CHARACTER OF YOUNG JOSIAH. 


Por in the eighth year of his reign, while he was yet young, he began, 
. to feck after the God of David his father. 2 CHRON. xxxiv. 3. - 


HE memoirs of pious and godly charatters afford ‘2 
ftriking illuftration, and a pleafing “comment upon the 
tranfcendent excellencies of religion. As the turpitude and 
tendency of fin are more clearly difcerned in the ve of 
the wicked, than when we view fin abftractly, fo the beauty 
and amiablenefs of piety appear to beft advantage in the lives 
of thofe, whofe conduét is in conformity with the facred rules 
of the gofpel.. In the facred volume, the characters of the 
righteous and the wicked are accurately drawn. The pen of 
infpiration has done equal juftice to the pious and unholy. 
The charaéter of the wicked is given for a warning to others, 
while that of the righteous is preferved in kind memorial of 
their piety and zeal for God, the beauty and bleffed influence 
of true religion, and to encourage others to copy their exam- 
ple. I would afk the indulgence of the reader, while I at- 
tempt to fketch the amiable charaéter of king Jofiah. 

When Jofiah came upon the ftage of life, it was a time of 
great degeneracy, and moral corruption. His grandfather 
Was impious, and corrupt to an uncommon degree. He 
murdered al], who refufed compliance with his orders, or who 
warned him of his'danger, and filled the flreets with innocent blood. 
No. 8. Vel. IV. M u It 
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It is faid he fawed the prophet-Ifaiah afunder with a. woodep 
faw. Though he repented of his wickednefs in the latter part 
of his life, yet he never did but little to reform the people, and 
promote true religion, compared with what he had previoufly 
done to corrupt their morals, and deftroy their fouls. Amon 
was the father of Jofiah, and preceded him in the government 
of Judah. He was the very monfter of wickedneis; he 
ftrengthened the hands of evil doers, and repented not, but 
waxed worle and worfe. After a fhameful reign of two years, 
he was murdered by his own fervant. 

the government now devolved upon Jofiah, when but eight 
yee ot age. The adminiflration of the government was 
cotumitted to the hands of the grandees of the nation, until 
the young prince fhouid attain that experience and difcretion, 
whéh might enable him to undertake the great and impor- 
tan} concerns of the people. It was the happy lot of this 
young prince to be put under the care and inftruction of thofe, 
who had maintained their integrity and virtue amidft the 
awful degeneracy and wickednefs of the times. They upheld 
the worfhip of the true God, notwithftanding the triumph of 
idolatry, and the reign of vice. As they wept over the de- 
clenfion ef pure religion, and lamented the depravity of the 
land, they undoubtedly took peculiar care in the education of 
their young prince. ‘They found Jofiah was a fprightly, en- 
gaging and amiable youth; that he had talents and pref- 
ence of mind equal to the high and elevated ftation ta which 
he was deftined ; and nothing was neceflary but piety at heart 
to make him one of the beft of kings. They endeavoured to 
imprefs. upon his mind the principles of virtue and religion ; 
they reprefented to him the high refponfibility of his ftation, 
the great opportunity of doing good or injury according to 
the temper of his heart and the tenor of his life. They repretent- 
ed to him the baneful effects of the adminiltration of his father 
and grandfather, and what a name they had left on record, in the 
view of all the wile and good. They informed him he had an op- 
portunity of retrieving the name, and honour of his illuftrious 
family ; of reftraining the fpread of impiety, and of being emi- 
nently ufeful, and highly beloved. ‘They not only opened to their 
young prince the path of duty, but importuned the throne of 
grace, that he might be difpofed to embrace true religion, and 
become a pious and godly youth. In this fchool of inftruion 
and piety; Jotiah made no inconfiderable proficiency. He 
gained fo much knowledge and wifdom, that at the age of fix- 
teen years, he took upon himfelf the adminiftration of the 
government. At this period of his life he began to be ferioufly 
imprefled. ‘Though he was an-amiable and fpotlefs character, 
yet he faw himielf deititute of the faving knowledge of oe 
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In the eighth year of his reign, that is in the fixteenth year of 
his age, he began to feek after the Gop of David his father. 
He refufed to walk in the footlteps of his father, or grandf{a- 
ther, but chofe David for his pattern and his guide. He copied 
the example of pious David, and devoted himfelf to God; he 
found grace and favour in the fight of the Mott High. 

No fooner had Jofiah experienced true religion, than the 
piety of his heart became apparent. Though the crimes of 
Judah were great, fufficient to ftrike terror into the mind of 
this young king ; forbid all hope of reform, and threaten ven- 
geance to any, who fhould attempt to reftrain the progrefs of 
corruption, yet this pious youth nobly determined on a nation- 
al reformation. Though he knew he mutft overturn all the 
meafures of his father and grandfather, and boldly refift the 
influence of their pernicious reigns ; yet he refolved to walk with 
God, and feek'the temporal and fpiritual good of his people. 
He determined to oppofe every meafure defigned to fruftrate 
his benevolent purpofes. We read, Fofiah did that which was 
right in the fight of the Lord, and walked in all the ways of David 
his father, and turned not unto the right hand, or to the left. Jofiah, 
while young, was equal, if not fuperior to the beft of his pre- 
deceffors. iis piety and zeal for God were fo preats he could 
not content himfelf, while his people were fo diflolute and impi- 
ous. Heimmediately began to reform the manners and reli- 
gion of the people. He purged Jerufalem and Judah of all 
thofe corruptions introduced by-his predeceflors. — 

For the purpofe of extending the reformation, of difcounte- 
nancing every fpecies of impiety and wickednefs, young Jofiah 
made a tour through his empire. His heart glowed with zeal 
for God, and the good of his fubjeéts. Wherever he went in 
his journey, he broke down the altars, cut down the groves, and 
broke in pieces all the Carved and molten images, dedicated to 
idolatry. The bones of fome of the idolatrous priefts he dug 
up, and burnt them upon their altars, to pollute and defile 
them forever. The priefts of the Levitical order, who had 
fuffered themfelves to be carried down the ftream of corrup- 
tion, in order to retain their popularity and fupport, he depofed 
from their office. He woyld not fuffer thofe, who had countenanc- 
ed the wickednefs of the land, who had refufed to lift up 
their voice, and cry aloud againft the prevailing vices of the 
times, any longer to adminifter at the altar of the Lord. All 
houfes, or places of impurity, he broke down. He removed all 
the horfes dedicated to the fun, and burnt up their chariots. 
Not content with deftroying all the monuments of idolatry in 
his own dominions, he vifited in perfon, the cities of Ephraim 
and Manafleh, and all the ten tribes of Ifrael, and extended 
the glorious work of reformation. 

3 Having 
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Having deftroyed the vifible worfhip of idols in the diftant 
parts of the kingdom, he next determined to repair the tem- 
ple, which had been fhamefully negleéted. In fome parts of 
the temple, while the repairs were making, was found a copy* 
of the law of Mofes. This was read tothe king ; who, when he 
heard the dreadful curfes and threatenings denounced againft 
a wieked people, humbled himfelf, and rent his robes for fear 
they would be executed upon his own fubjeéts. The pious king, 
in order to appeafe the wrath of Heaven, enjoined a more hum. 
ble and holy life upon himfelf, and his people. He called to- 
gether the peeple and elders of Judah and Jerufalem, and had 
the law diitinétly read, publicly in the temple. He and his 
people then entered into covenant, and publicly and felemnly 
vowed to walk in all the commandments of the law, and to 
keep the covenant, which God had made with Abraham their 
father, and to feek the Lord with all their heart, even as David 
had fought him. The difcipline of the church, and the ordi- 
nances of the fanctuary had been greatly neglected, and few 
attended the folemn feafts, when: Jofiah came to the throne. 
He therefore caufed the priefts, the elders and people to 
renew their covenant obligations, and promife before God to 
regard facredly their folemn vows. In all thefe meafures Jo- 
fich took the lead, and manifefted the moft fervent piety, and 
rational zeal for God, and the temporal and fpiritual good of 
his people. Wher the next feafon for the obfervance of the 
paflover came, this pious prince caufed it to be celebrated with 
more order and folemnity, than ever it had been from the days 
of Samuel the prophet, to that time. Thus Jofiah lived an emi- 
nent king, a terror to evil doers, but a praife to all%vho did well. 
The prophecies of Jeremiah and Zepheniah inform us, that 
vaft numbers of his fubjects reformed only in their outward 
conduct, and remained deftitute of the faving grace of God. 
But many, by reafon of the piety and zeal of this young prince, 
were made trophies of victorious grace. 

So greatly did the piety and prayers of this godly prince 
prevail with Heaven, that God promifed he would not execute 
his fierce anger upon Judah during his reign, that he fhould 
be gathered in peace to his grave. We read, like unto Jo- 
fiah was there no king before him, that turned to the Lord 
with all his heart, and with all his foul, and with all his might, 
according to all the law of Mofes, neither after him arofe 
there any like him. No wonder fo pious and godly a prince 
as Jofiah was greatly lamented at his death. When he was 
flain in battle, all Judah and Jerufalem mourned for him. 
The fpiritual feed of Abraham felt they had loft their right 
eye, when they loft Jofiah. All whom hehad becn inftrumental 
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* By some supposed to be the original copy. 
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of bringing to the knowledgé@ of God, loft their beft friend in 
the death of fofiah. Jeremiah lamented Jofiah, and all the 
finging men and finging women fpake of Jofiah in their 
lamentations, and made them an ordinance in [frael. 

Having fketched fome of the prominent features in the 
character of Jofiah, it remains only to make fome iuitable and 
folemn reflections, | ; 

1. From the excellent character we have drawn, we fee 
how extenfively ufeful men of real piety may be. All, who 
have the piety, have not the means of doing fo much good as 
this excellent king. All have not either the nataral or acquired 
abilities of Jofiah, or fo great an influence among men, Yet 
all have their {phere of action, all have their circle of friends, 
all have more or lefs influence over the minds of others, and 
are capable of doing much, either to fave, or to deftroy the 
fouls of their fellow creatures. Thofe, who have real piety, 
are capable of doing incomparably more to effect the falvation 
of others, than they do. If they had the zeal and love of Jofiah, 
and his ardent prayers, others around them would foon feel 
the effect of their piety ; and they would take knowledge, that 
they had been with Jefus. The hiltories of Jeroboam and 
Manaffeh teach_us how much fin and wickedneifs one man is 
eapable of occafioning ; and how many thoufands oNouls he 
may be inftrumental in deftroying. If we read the character 
of Hezekiah and Jofiah, we may fee how much good one man 
is capable of doing, and how many thoufand fouls he may be 
inftrumental in prepating for glory. The conduct of the 
Writer and the reader has more or lefs influence on others, and 
we fhall be acceflary either to their falvation, or condemnation. 
Ir becomes us, dear reader, ferioufly to inquire what we have 
done for God, and the fouls of others. How many opportuni- 
ties for doing good have we neglected. Have you ever mani- 
felted that ardent piety, and zeal for others, which were promi- 
nent traits in the character of Jofiah? It is in your power to do 
much for God, and the fouls of others. Do you not behold, 
Chriftian reader, around you, many in as dangerous a condi- 
tion as impenitents were, in the time of Jofiah ? When you can 
benefit your neighbour and not injure yourfelf, in any of his 
temporal concerns, you feel it your duty to do it. Why then 
have you not the fame benevolent fpirit to benefit his immortal 
intereft?) Thofe, who.have great power and influence, may do 
much good ; but thofe, who have a little power and influence, 
may doa little good. | 

2. The charaéer, which has been drawn, is an excellent 
pattern for young people. It was principally with a view to 
your benefit, my dear young reader, that I was lead to con- 
template 
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template, and fketch the character of young Jofiah; and [| 
would not fail of applying it, humbly and fervently befeeching 
Almighty God to make it a mean of good to your precious 
foul. No one can boaft of a more amiable and fpotlefs charac- 
ter, than this young king, from his cradle to his fixteenth year ; 
yet until this time, he lived without God in the world. Though 
he was favoured with the beft of inftru&ion, and was the fub- 
jee of many ardent prayers, yet he lived fifteen years, a ftran- 
ger to true religion. In the fixteenth year of his age, he became 
ferioufly and folemnly impreffed with a fenfe of his loft and 
perifhing condition. Stung to the heart with a view of his 
own depravity, and the corruptions of the land, he fought the 
Lord with all his heart, and offered unto the God of David, his 
father, the facrifice of a broken and a contrite fpirit. Though 
you, young reader, have fpecial religious privileges, though 
you have a pious parent, or parents, to inftruét and pray for 
you; though you have avoided outward crimes, yet your 
heart may be irreconciled to God; you may be a ftranger tq 
true piety. Jofiah found that all the inftruétions, with which 
he was favoured, availed nothing, unlefs he laid them ferjoufly 
and folemnly to heart, and with a broken and contrite fpirit, 
devoutly fought the Lord himfelf. So unlefs you are brought 
to feei, that you muft feek God yonrfelf, and fee that you lay 
abfolutely at his mercy, all the pious inftruction you may receive, 
and all the fervent prayers you may hear, will afford you no 
real benefit. If you would. imitate the lovely Jofiah, live be- 
loved, and die lamented by all the good, you muft repent of 
all your fins. If any of the human race might claim exemp- 
tion from the command of God, “ repent,” furely Jofiah might 
have claimed this exemption. But he found, that as amiable 
and innocent as he was in the view of the world, he muft re- 
pent or perifh. Dear reader, repentance is equally neceffary 
for you. Your parents and friends can never repent for you. 
You muft repent for yourfelf. Your mind is naturally carnal, 
and without a new heart, you have no holy fear of God before 
your eyes. You muft repair to the Lord Jefus Chrift, and 
make a believing application for the pardon of your fins. You 
need his blood to cleanfe your fouls, you need his righteouf- 
nef as much as the greateft of finners. Whether your par- 
ents are religious or irreligious, it affords no apology for you 
to continue in fin. Jofiah’s father was a wicked, ungodly 
man; but he refifted the force of his father’s ¢xample, and no- 
bly chofe to ferve the Lord. The fon is now remembered 
with love, the father with deteftation. 

If you would imitate Jofiah, you muft not only repent of all 
your fins, but you muft become a perfon of fervent and con- 
' ffant prayer. Thofe, whe are perfons ef piesy, are invariably 
perfons 
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perfors of prayer. Our young prince, whofe character we 
have drawn, was a youth of ardent piety and fervent prayer 
at the age of fixteen years. What a blefled example and pate 
tern for young people is this. ‘The prayers of others will nev- 
er fave us ; we mult pray for ourfelves. All, who do truly re. 
pent of their fins, whether young or old, have a heart to pray. 
Will you not, dear reader, imitate Jofiah ? Every thing that is 
precious calls upon you to attend to your foul, to feck the Lord 
while he may be found, and call upon him while he is near. 

Jofiah had been circumcifed at eight days old according to 
the Jewifh difpenfation, and when he became truly pious, he 
haftened to recognize the feal of the covenant ; he entered in- 
to the houfe of the Lord, and in the prefence of all the men of 
Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerufalem, and the priells, and 
the Levites, and all the people, great and fmall, he ftood in 
his place and made a covenant before the Lord, to walk after 
him, and keep his commandments, and his teftimonies, and his 
ftatutes, with all his heart, and with all his foul, to perform 
the words of the covenant, which were written in the book of 
the law. Iu this public and very folemn manner Jofiah made 
his vows to God, manifefted his piety and zeal, and avouched 
the Lord Jehovah tobe his God. Very few were found when Jo- 
fiah came upon.the ftage, who had publicly and folemnly taker 
the vows of the covenant upon them. The remnant according 
to the eledtion of grace was almoft loft among the unbelieving 
part of the world. It is the cafe, at the prefent day, general- 
ly, though not invariably, that when fin and unbelief prevail, 
then the covenant of the Lord is negleéted, and when religion 
prevails, people efteem it a privilege and duty to take the cov- 
enant of the Lord upon them. Dear reader, has the feal of 
the covenant been placed on you; have you been folemnly ded- 
cated to God in baptifm? You have now arrived at years of 
difcretion, and are capable of judging for yourfelf; will you 
now recognize the act of your parents? Will you folemnly 
give up yourfelf to the Lord, and take upon you the vows of 
the covenant? or will you reject this covenant, and affociate 
yourfelf with the unbelieving part of the world? You do open- 
ly, by your conduét, refufe to own the covenant, and do you 
Not virtually refufe the Lord to be your God? How can yor 
expect the Lord will own and blefs you, if you refufe to own 
and ferve him? Will you prefume to think that you feek the 
Lord with all your heart, and with all your foul, when you 
refufe that very inftrument, by which God has promifed to be 
a covenant God to all, who truly keep it? Thefe queltions 
call fer your ferious and folemn confideration. ‘They are not 
qucltions of trifling moment, but of everlafling concern. Re- 
fect 
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fiec&t on yourfelf, and the character drawn in thefe lines, and 
fuffer me to afk, do you find any folid ground to believe that 
you have fought the Lord with all your heart ? Have yeu any 
evidence that. you have avouched the Lord to be your God? 
Dear young reader, I have a tender regard for your eternal 
interelt. You are the hope, the comfort, and the j joy of your 
parents, you are the expectation of the church, angels long to 
fave you, devils long to devour you. You are a young im- 
mortal, ripening for glory, or preparing for deftrud@ion. Shall 
all the wakeful nights, fhall all the tender anxieties, with which 
your parents have watched over you, and nurtured you 
through the days of ,infancy, be thrown away, or what is 
worfe, preferve you only to act out an unholy difpofition, to 
difhonour God, and ruin your foul? Will you difappoint. all 
the flattering hopes of your dear friends? Will you refufe at- 
tention to the voice of God, and reject the counfel and advice 
of thofe, who are willing to inftrué& you and prepare you for 
ufefulnefs here, and bleffednefs hereafter ? Your life has been 
given you, and your privileges granted you for no other pur- 
pote, but to ferve God, and prepare for heaven. Take Jofiah 
as your model, imitate the condud of this pious youth, devote 
yourfelf to the Lord, and feek to know Jefus Chrift, and him 
crucified. Lay afide every excufe, and the fin, which moft 
eafily befets you ; for, who among, us can. dwell with devour- 
ing fire, who can dwell with everlafting burning ? Be wife for 
yourfelf, for God, and eternity ; continue impenitent no longer ; 
reject the gracious calls of the gofpel no more; return to God 
and he will return to you. . 

Parents, are your children young Jofiahs? Do you aim 
to inftrut them in the principles of religion, and difcharge 
the folemn obligations you are under to train them up for 
God? Without feafonable an2 folemn warning, children are 
very liable to indulge in fin, harden their hearts, and deafen 
their ears to the voice of inftrudtion, and to deftroy their fouls. 
If you regard the honour of God, if you have any piety at - 
heart, if you have any concern for the future well being of 
your, children, you will with to lend a hand, and do all in 

«222 power to bring up your children for God. _In the hifto- 
ry of Jofiah you fee how much depends on carly initruction. 
Pease the blefling of God attend all your pious exertions, and 


Town them with fuccels. | 
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THE STORY OF NAAMAN THE SYRIAN. 


No. J. 

NAAMAN was the king’s favourite, the idol of the court and 
nation. “ For by him the Lord had given deliverance to Syria.’’ 
But, to teach him that he was related to worms, corruption and 
duit, he was a leper. Amid all his fplendour and honour, he was 
the fubje&t of the moit dangerous and loathfome difeafe, which 
God in the wifdom of his adminiftration has made the type of fin. 
In the eaftern climate it was the fcourge of man. Of this we 
have ample evidence in the writings of Mofes. 

How humiliating to the great man, while crowned with hon- 
our and mortal fuccefs, to be a hateful leper! When he lay down, 
when he rofe up, when he walked in his garden, or waited fubmif- 
fively on the prince, his life was aburden. He fighed, he groan- 
ed and wept, but found no relief. His fplendid manfion was filled 
with diftrefs. Alas, what is the glory of the world to him who is 
deprived of its enjoyment and is deftitute of the love of God ! 

At the time of Naaman’s calamity Providence fuggefted a rem- 
edy. The poor captive maid, a member of his family, whom he 
had taken from her bleeding parents in one of his victorious ex- 
curfions into Judea, mentions an able phyfician. To Naaman’s 
wife the affectionate maid faid, * Would God my lord were 
with the prophet that is in Samaria: for he would recover him 
of his leprofy.”” As foon as the fuggeftion of the maid had reach- 
ed the king’s ear, he direétly called upon Naaman to prepare his 
chariot and go to the prophet for help. He alfo wrote a letter to 
the king of Ifrael to folicit his influence with the prophet in Naa- 
man’s Faved. He accordingly departed, “ taking with him ten 
talents of filver and fix thoufand pieces of gold and ten changes of 
raiment, as a prefent or reward for the prophet. The prefent was 
great indeed, and the moft inviting. ‘The king of Ifrael was dif- 
pleafed upon reading the letter and rent his clothes; and faid 
with indignation, “ Am I a God to heal and make alive, that the 
prince of Syria fends to me to recover a man of his leprofy ?” It 
feems he mifunderftood the intent of the letter. For the prince 
of Syria only defired to intereft him to ufe his influence to engage 
the prophet in Naaman’s favour. But when Elifha, the man of 
God, heard that the king of Ifrael was difpleafed, he gently re- 
proved him, and defired to fee the leper; and faid, He fhall 
know that there is a prophet in Ifrael.”” In this inltance of the 
prophet’s conduét we have ample evidence of his faith in God, and 
his defire to impref$ heathens with the majefty of Jehovah. “ Let 
him _come to me, and he fhall know that there is a prophet in If- 
rael.” By what peculiar means or manifeitations the prophet 
knew God would enable him to effect a cure of the leprofy which 
Vol. IV. No. 8. N Nn adhered. 
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adhered to the nobleman, we cannot tell. He who made the fee. 
ing eye. and the hearing ear, andall the avenues to tht human 
mind, was able to make his prophet confident of hisaids Elifha 
knew that God was with him, and would enable him to work 2 
miracle. He does not fay, Let him come to me, and I ‘will at- 
tempt to make him whole: but fend him to me, and he fhall know 
that there is.a prophet in Ifrael. “ He fhall know that Ifrael’s 
God, is God over all, and that he alone is worthy of fupreme ad- 
eration ;”” and that the idols of the heathen are vanity. 

Upon Naaman’s being informed that Elifha was ready to attend 
to his calamity, he rode to his houfe in.a fplendid chariot with an 
anfwerable retinue. He doubtlets expected that Elifha would ap- 
proach him with much official dignity, not inferior to one of the 
prophets of Rimmon or the Grove: and his attendants probably 
expected, in a humbling polture, to fee a God, rather than the 
plain, humble prophet of Jehovah. 

Now, mark. the reception given Naaman and his fuit, who ap- 
peared with all the magnificence of the eaft. Inftead of approach- 
ing him with the robe of official diftinction, bending the knee, 
making him welcome at his manfion, inviting him and his fuit to 
alight and refreth themfelves, or fending a dignified meflenger to 
condué them to a public houfe for the moft elegant entertainment, 
the meek and humble Elifha only fent a fervant to the door, faying, 
“ Go and wath in Jordan feven times, and thy flefh fhall come 
again to thee, and thou fhalt.be clean.” This was the humble and 
heavenly reception Eliha gave the fhining nobleman. How con- 
trary to his raifed and fanguine expectations ! Naaman was not 
only difappointed and chagrined, but vexed. For he went away 
in arage; faying, “ Behold I thought he would furely come out 
to me, and fiand and call upon the name of his God, and ftroke 
his hand over the place, and recover the leper. Are not Abana 
and Pharpar, rivers of Damaicus, better than all the waters of 
Ifrael ? May I not wath in them and be clean? So he turned and 
went away ina rage.” Alas, how diverfe the views of God’s 
prophet from the proud nobleman’s! He confidered the prophet 
not only deftitute of dignity, but even of common. politenefs. 
For he direéted him to ride off to Jordan without afking him to 
alight and refrefh himielf. 

While reading the ftory, we are furprifed at the folly of Naa- 

man for treating the direction of the prophet with neglect and dif- 
guft. But let us remember that he was but an ignorant heatlien ; 
and that the contempt with which finners treat the ambafladors of 
Chrift and the goipel is inexpreffibly more aggravated. Like the 
murderers of Chrift, Naaman knew not what he did ; but the fub- 
jects of conviction and light know that they reject the Prince of 
glory. The final rejeéters of Chrift will with they had been heath- 
ens, or rather that they had never been born. Alas, how any 
ric 
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rich people and poor people tarn away from the fimple and hum- 
ble.remedy of the gofpel, as Naaman did from the prophet’s pre- 
{cription! They love fafety, but net on the humble felf-denying 
condition of the gofpel. Sinners:actually prefer fin and deitruc- 
tion before holinefs and falvation. 

But let us nat lofe fight of Naaman: for the end of his ftory 
is better than the beginning of it. And if finners would finally 
act as wifely in reference to the entreaties of Chrift’s minitters, 
as Naaman did relative to the advice given him by his fervants, 
they too would realize the advantage of falvation. Upon Naa- 
man’s ordering his fervants, ina rage, to return home, they were 
deeply aéfected with his indifcretion and dangerous condition, and 
with much deference and refpeét addreffed him in the following 
manner: “ My father, if the prophet had bid thee do fome great 
thing, wouldft thou not have done it? How much rather 
then, when he faith unto thee, wafh and be clean.’? What found 
reafoning! What judicious, correct fervants! If the ear of the 
great were always open to initruction, what inttruction might they 
derive from inferiors! Even children fometimes communicate 
the moft interefting leflons to their parents. Naaman’s fervants 
knew, if the prophet had made the moft coftly ceremonies and the 
moft painful operations neceflary for his recovery, that he would 
have complied without reluctance. How pertinent, therefore, to 
plead in this manner, “* How much rather then, when he faith, 
wath and be clean.” We entreat my lord not to decline the ex- 
periment. It is eafy, and can do no harm: and who knows but 
it will prove effectual? Pray, Sir, let us wait on you with our 
ufual attention and alertnefs. We will give {peed to the chariot, 
and fhall foon reach the bank of Jordan: and you will there meet 
the precious remedy. The prophet’s direction is not in vain, if we 
acceptit. Thus, O finners, the minifters of Chrift befeech you to 
g0 to the waters of falvation: and you will not. In vaindo yor 

ear the precious offer, “* Whofoever will, Jet him take the water 
of life freely :”? in vain you hear the glorious promife: ‘ There- 
fore with joy fhall ye draw water out of the wells of falvation.” 
But Naaman, though he at firft treated the prophet’s direction with 
contempt and indignation, yet by the refpectful and affectionate 
entreaty of his attendants, was feoninduced to.comply. ‘“ Then, 
{fays the tory) went he down and dipped himfelf feven times in 
Jordan, according to the dire@ion of the man of God, and his flefh 
came again like unto the flefh of a little child, and he was clean.” 
How furprifing the event to the nobleman, who but juft before in 
. a faithlefs manner had defpifed the eafy experiment! How grate- 
ful te his attentive retinue! How honourable to Elifha, and how 
glorious to his God! For with admiration Naaman difcovered 
nomark or fymptoms of the diforder upon his body: but on the 
eontrary faw his flefh fair and pure like a babe’s. Surely he be- 
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gan to be conftrained, agreeably to the prophet’s confident decla- 
ration, to believe there was a prophet in Ifrael. He began to trem- 
ble before Jehovah; if not to be filled with reverence and awe 
before the divine majefiy. But we will extort nothing. He thall 
be his own witnefs. Inttead of directing his chariot towards Syr. 
ja, to announce his recovery to his king and court, without mak- 
ing his grateful refpects to the prophet, he immediately returned 
from Jordan to Elifha with all his company. He permitted none 
of them to depart and carry the glad tidings even to his wife and 
family, but all his retinue who had feen the extraordinary cure, 
went and ftood before Elifha. “ And Naaman faid, behold now, 
I know that there is no God inall the earth except in Ifrael. 
Now, therefore, I pray, take a bleffing of thy fervant.” He does 
not requeft him in a common ftyle to make out hisbill; for this 
his mind though a heathen was too elevated. But defires him to 
accept a token of his gratitude and refpect. How glorious! the 
pitiable heathen, the late worfhipper of idols, who had been train- 
ed up to difbelieve the divine exiftence, who but a few days before 
had proftrated his body at the altar of Rimmon, is now conftrain- 
ed to acknowledge the God of heaven. O how eafy for God to 
change the minds and hearts of heathens, infidels and atheitfts ! 
In this inftance, as well as in many other congenial ones, we dif- 
cover the utility and neceflity of miracles. The courfe of nature, 
though an expreflion of almighty power and infinite goodnefs, if 
the expreffion be admiffible, was too uniform to imprefs the unbe- 
lieving mind of men. It was the ignorance of man, who is become 
like a wild afs’s colt, which made miracles neceflary ; and they 
ceafed when not neceflary. 

Whether Naaman really became a good man or not, whether 
his heart as well as his mind was changed from idolatry or not, 
he had ample reafon to commence an Iiraelite indeed. For he 
had a full experiment of God’s almighty power and goodnefs at 
Jordan, when he was made whole. It was manifeft that the cure 
was not effected by the peculiar efficacy of the water in which he 
bathed ; but that it was the matchlefs power of God which made 
the river Jordan the occafion. ( To be continued. ) 
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ON RECONCILIATION TO GOD. 
| (Continued from p. 252.) 
Pt HE way is now prepared to fhew what is meant by recon- 
ciliation. Reconciliation to God fuppofes that thofe, who 


are reconciled, were, previoufly, at variance with him. This'is-ev- 
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ident from the infpired ftatement of facts. Previoufly to rec- 
onciliation, the apoftle fays to Chriftians, we were in a ftate of en- 
mity and oppofition to God. We were not only totally deftitute 
of love, but we were the fubjects of pofitive oppofition to God. 
We were difpleafed with his character; difpleafed with his law; 
difpleafed with his government; and difpleafed with his gofpel, 
Reconciliation neceflarily involves the idea of former variance and 
oppofition between the parties. Should you go to your neigh- 
bours, who have always lived in perfect peace, love and harmony, 
and entreat them to be reconciled to each other, they would not 
underftand your language. Your efforts to effect a reconciliation, 
in this cafe, would be totally prepofterous. But fhould you go to 
other neighbours, who have long been in a ftate of hoftility, and 
addrefs them on the fubjecé of reconciliation, they would inftantly 
underftand you. This fimilitude may affift in illuftrating the cafe 
before us. 

The gofpel calls on men to be reconciled to God. Hence the 
apoltle, {peaking of himfelf and other teachers of religion, ob- 
ferves, that the minifiry of reconciliation was committed to them. 
«“ And now then, fays he, we are ambafladors for Chrift, as though 
God did befeech you by us, we pray you, in Chrift’s ftead, be ye re- 
conciled to God.” You will carefully obferve the mode of exprefiion. 
Be ye reconciled to God. The apoftle does not fuggeft the idea, that 
God will be reconciled to finners. ‘That any alteration will take 
place in him. He isimmutably the fame. He is wholly difpleat- 
ed with finners. He hates them with entire hatred. By this, 
however, we do not mean to convey the idea, that he hates their 
rational and moral faculties, their capacities for holinefs and hap- 
pinefs. Not ¢hg/e, but their moral characters. And fince they 
are under the entire dominion of fin, it isimpoflible that he thould 
take any complacency or delight inthem. Hence, if a reconcilia- 
tion ever take place between God and finners, the latter muft al- 
ter. And they muft alter in two refpects. In the firft place they 
mult give uptheir attachment to fin. ‘They muft no longer roll it 
as a dweet morfel under their tongue. They muft no longer in- 
dulge themfelves in any unholy, finful Baa Pat They muft 
no longer feek felf-gratification. ‘l’o ufe the language of infpira- 
tion, they muft-no longer let fin-reign.in their mortal body, that 
they fhould obey it in the lufts thereof. Neither muft they yield 
their members as inftruments of uprighteoufnels unto fin. In 
other words, they muft not live after the flefh. The apoftle has. 
told us what the fruits or works of the flefh are. ‘ Now the 
works'of the fleth (fays he) are manifeft. which are thefe; adulte- 
Ty, fornication, uncleannefs, lafcivioufnefs, idolatry, witchcraft, 
hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, flrife, feditions, herefies, en- 
vyings, murders, drunkennefs, revellings, and fuch like.” Thefe 
are the fruits of the flefh. The fruits of a heart unreconciled to 
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God. Hence, if finners would be reconciled to God, they muf 
no longer bring forth thefe, or fuch like fruits. ‘They muft ceafe 
to do evil. They muft ceafe to make their own private, feparate 
happine(s, the great object of their purfuit. ‘They muft no long- 
er oppofe their Maker, by difapproving any of his attributes, laws, 
or requirements. Reconciliation to God implies a total renuncia- 
tion of all objections which finners have entertained againft God, 
It is a contradiétion to fay that reconciliation to God implies pofi- 
tive enmity and oppofition againit him. It is no lefs contradi¢to- 
ry and abfurd to fay, that finners, in order to be reconciled to 
God, mutt entertain objedions againft his character, his law, and 
apiece There is not a perfon in the world, who has the 
eaft proper knowledge of language, who will maintain, that ob- 
jections and oppolition againft the requirements of the fupreme 
Being, conftitute any part of reconciliation to him. Iz will not 
be pretended, that finners are reconciled to God any further than 
their former diflike, and objections againft him, are cordially 
abandoned. Nor can it: be pretended, that reconciliation to the 
true God confifts in approbation of a falfe god, the idol of im- 
agination. 

Let us fuppofe that a number of people entertain the follow- 
ing ideas of the fupreme Being, viz. He is a being of infinite 
knowledge and power. He can do with ali his creatures 
as he pleafes. He can make thofe happy whom he choof;- 
es,to make happy. And we believe, fay they, that he is de- 
termined to make all mankind happy, in the next world, without 
any change of heart. And the way in which he will make them 
happy, will be by giving them keen, vigorous animal appetites 
and paflions, and providing means for their gratification. All 
thefe will be perpetuated, without the leaft impair. Believing 
thefe to be the determinations of the fupreme Being, they are en- 
raptured with him. ‘They are wholly {fatisfied with his character 
and government, and would not produce the leaft alteration, were 
it in their power. In this view of the divine government, they 
have no objection to the moft abfalute and unalterable decree. 
They rejoice that God has unalterably determined to make man- 
kind thus happy. His decrees in this cafe perfe@ly harmonize 
with their feelings. But it is to be remembered that the charac- 
ter and government, with which they are now pleafed, are not the 
character and government of the true God, the everlafling Jexo- 
vax ; but of a falfe, imaginary God. Hence it cannot be pre- 
tended, that their approbation of this falfe, imaginary God, con- 
‘titutes, or-implies, reconciliation to the true God. Inftead of 
proving that they are reconciled to the true God, it proves that 
shey are utterly oppofed to him. 

It is evident from the preceding obfervations, that, in order for 
sinners to be reconciled to God, they muft not only renounce their 
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attachment to all finful pleafures, and give up all their obje¢tions 
and oppofition againft him, as unreafonable and groundlefs, but 
they mutt approve of his true character. They mutt be fo well 
pleafed with the divine attributes, as not to defire the leaft altera- 
tion in them. We have obferved that God is a Being poileffed of 
many attributes, forme of which are natural, and fome moral. 
Among his natural attributes are omnifcience and omnipretence. 
And in order for finners to be reconciled to God, they mutt be 
pleafed that he poffeffes thefe attributes. They muft rejoice in the 
confideration that he is acquainted with all their thoughts, feel- 
ings; words and actions. ‘That they never did and never can hide 
any thing from his view. No further than men are pleafed with 
the confideration, that God poffeffes thefe attributes, are they re- 
eonciled to him. 

Another attribute of the divine Being is omnipotence. He can 
do all thmgs. His power is abfolutely uncontrollable. And 
thofe who are reconciled to him rejoice that this is the cafe. 
Could they do it, they would not diminifh his power, or curtail his 
influence in the leait degree. The poflibility of limiting the di- 
vine Being would be to them a painful thought. Reconciliation 
to God implies this cordial approbation of his natural perfections. 

The moral perfections of God, it was obferved, are goodnefs, 
juftice, truth, faithfulnefs and mercy. And reconciliation to him 
implies approbation of each of thefe perfections, in all their operas 
tions. It is becaufe God is pofflefled of thefe perfections, that he 
is oppofed to fin, and unalterably determined to punifh the finally 
impenitent. And the man, who is reconciled to God, is pleafed 
with him becaufe he is oppofed to fin, and determined to punith 
the incorrigible tranfgreflor. Should God approve of fin, he 
would ceafe to be an object of the love and confidence of the good 
man. But this is far from being the cafe. “ He is the rock, his 
work is perfec ; for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth, 
and without iniquity, juft and right is he.” Therefore, he is 
amiable in the eyes of his faints. It has been obferved, that the 
moral attributes of God are all comprifed in one, viz. goodnefé 
or love. This has for its objeé the higheft poflible good, or hap« 
pinefs of the intelligent fyftem. This influenced the Moft High 
to adopt the belt pofflible plan of government. And this influ- 
ences him to carry it into effect. ‘The fupreme Ruler of the uni- 
verfe always has done, and always will do infinitely well. The 
general good of the intelligent fyftem is the ultimate and chief 
end of all his conduct. And reconciliation to God difpofes its 
fubjects to rejoice that this is his end, the fupreme object of his 
purfuit ; and it caufes them to co-operate with him in its ad- 
Vaacement. ANDRONICUS. 

(Te be continued. ) 
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LETTERS TO THE YOUNG. WNO FI. 


(Continued from page 257.) 
Dear Yourn, 

IN my laft, the perfon, offices, work, and defign of our bleffed 
Saviour were the fubject. He is pofleifed of all the excellency and 
glory of God ; and of all the amiable attributes of innocent, per- 
fe& humanity. Divinity and humanity in his glorious perfon are 
myfterioufly united. This moft excellent perfon is the only Me- 
diator between God and man. He has lived in a ftate of trial, 
fubmitted to ignominy, poverty, pain, and the cruel death of the 
crofs in obedience to the divine will, that he might glorify God, 
vindicate the rights of his government, condemn fin, and leave 
finners without excute. For this meritorious work he is exalted 
to be the great teacher and head of the Church ;_ has all beings 
in heaven, earth, and hell given to him to ufe in gathering in his 
people ; is become the king of the univerfe, and has under his 
control the hearts of all creatures. God has refpeé to the work 
of Chrift in every exercife of favour to the fons of men. Partic- 
ularly, it is for Chrift’s fake that finners are converted and made 
happy in heaven. Now the queftion recurs; Do you ftand in 
need of fuch a glorious, divine, and almighty Saviour ? Whatever 
your hearts fay to this, your reafon muft anfwer in the affirma- 
tive, For 

1ft. Unlefs Chrift is indeed your Saviour, you will remain dead 
in fin forever. Scripture and your own condu& prove that you 
are naturally deftitute of holy affections, that your hearts are de- 
ceitful above all things, and defperately wicked ; that you have 
none of thofe holy teelings in which {piritual life confifts. This 
ipiritual death confifts in exercifes of oppofition toGod. “ The 
carnal mind is enmity again{t God.” To deliver from this ftate 
of depravity or death is the work of Chriit. Hence he is faid to 
“ fave his people from their fins.” The great and primary object 
of the Mediator’s work is that finners may be made holy. Hence 
he is called * the Lamb of God, who taketh away the fin of the 
world.”? ** He was made fin for us, who knew no fin, that we 
might be made the righteoufneis of God in him.” ‘ God is in 
Chrift reconciling the world unto himielf.”” “ As by one. man’s 
difobedience many were made finners, fo by the obedience of one 
fhalk many be made righteous.’”’ ‘ For if when we were enemies, 
we were reconciled by the death of his Son, much more, being 
reconciled, we fhall be faved by his life.”’ All things are of God, 
who hath reconciled us to himfelf by Jefus Chrift.” — Chrii- 
tians may fay, “ God hath faved us by the wafhing of regenera- 
tion and the renewing of the Holy Ghoft, which he hath fhed on 
us through Jeius Chritt, our Saviour.”” Hence alfo Chriftians are 
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faid to be “ created in Chrift Jefus unto good works.”? They 
«© were chofen in him that they might be holy.” Chrift is called 
their life; and his work was performed, “ that the righteoufnefs 
of the law might be fulfilled in them, that walk not after the fleth, 
but after the {pirit.”” Now unlefs you have this Saviour, you muf 
remain hardened, impenitent finners to eternity. If you ever ceafe 
to be finners, it will be on account of Chrift, who is the obje& of 
love to all, but finners. Can you bear the thought of remaining 
forever enemies of God and all good? Do you not need to be de- 
livered from your fins? If fo, you need an almighty Saviour. 

2d. If you do not cordially embrace Chrift for your Saviour, 
you will never be juftified nor have your fins pardoned. Ali men 
are naturally under condemnation. Hence they are called “ by 
nature children of wrath.” ‘Chey lie under the guilt of unpar- 
doned fin. In the fight of God they are obnoxious to punifhment. 
All, who in heart reje& Chrift, incur inconceivable guilt, and are 
under a jult and righteous condemnation. ‘“ He that believeth 
not,”’ receiveth not Chrift, “ is condemned already.” You never 
can obtain fergivenefs without repentance ; but to repent and re- 
ceive Chrift are the famething. It is for Chrilt’s fake, that God 
forgives fin. Your fins, therefore, never will be blotted out, 
unlefs you heartily accept of Chrift; for the terms of pardon and 
juttification are faith in Jefus Chrift. When a finner fincerely and 
heartily embraces the calls of the Saviour; all his fins, however 
numerous and aggravated, are wafhed away, and God receives 
him into favour, as if he had never finned. But continue to re- 
fufe the calls of divine mercy, and the increafing weight of your 
fins will forever lie upon you. Then pardon is a blefling, which 
you will never experience. You will never know what it is to be 
free from your load of guilt. But fhall you be able to fupport 
your fins forever? Will you remain guilty, unpardoned, con- 
demned creatures to eternity? You will, unlefs Chrift is your 
Saviour. 

3d. Without Chrift you will mifs of heaven, and all that ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory, which is laid up for the right- 
eous. You will lofe that crown of glory, that rich inheritance, 
that heavenly kingdom, thofe incorruptible riches, which Chrift 
will beftow upon all his people. ‘* He that believeth not the Son 
fhall not fee life.” Thofe that refufed obedience, will at laf ftand 
and knock at the door of mercy, but Chrift will declare he never 
knew them. Againit fuch the gates of heaven will be forever bar- 
red. They will never gain admiffion into that holy world of light 
and love. Chrift has gone to prepare a place for his people, whom 
in due time he will receiveto himfelf. But in this place you will 
have no fhare, unlefs you alfo become friends to Chrift. Can 
you bear to be banifhed from heaven, be excluded from the holy 
employments of the blefled, and never tafte the pleafures, which 
Vol. IV. No. 8. Oe flow 
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flow at God’s right hand? Can you bear to be feparated from aj} 
the friends of God, the holy prophets and apoftles, faints and 
martyrs ; and never enjoy their friendfhip ? But perhaps you have 
no great defire to join the holy iociety of heavenin their work of 
everlatting praife to God; and fo think you ean do without 
Chriit. But thisis not all. For, 

4th. Unlefs.Chrift fave you from your fins, you mutt perith for. 
ever. ‘ He that believeth not fhall be damned.” ‘* The wrath 


_of God abideth on” all who do not come to Chrift. Toall, who 


after their hardnefs and impenitent hearts treafure up wrath 
againf the day of wrath, God will render indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguifh. If you do not {peedily and really receive 
Chrift into your hearts by love, he will hereafter fay unto you, 
“ Depart from me, ye curfed, into everlafting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels ;”? “ where their worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched.’”’ Then, infupportable as is the idea, you 
will be ‘ puniihed with everlalting deftruGtion from the prefence 
of the Lord and from the glory of his power.”” His power too 
who now offers to fave yor. Without Chrift you mult be forever 
wretched ; wretched beyond your utmoft power of imagination, 
Now falvation is poflible ; this being neglected, you will foon be in 
a world of horror and defpair. You ftand, therefore, in perifhing 
need of the divine Saviour. Unlefs he fave you, you are loft for- 
ever. Could you but realize the awful precipice on which you 
ftand, horror would take hold upon you. And can you live fe. 
cure, while you are every moment fufpended by a brittle thread 
over the pit of deftrution, over the lake which burneth with fire 
and brimftone! O flee to Chrift, while mercy gives you health 
and life. It will foon be too late. Now Jefus calls; ** Hearken 
unto me, O ye children, for blefled are they that keep my ways.” 
AMATOR. 


——< CD 


CONSOLATION TO THE AFFLICTED. 
A Letter to a Friend, dated Seftember 27, 1806. 


Dear Mapan, 

AS I expeé to fet out on a journey to Bolton on the day 
after to-morrow, I have taken my pen to write you a fhort 
lecter, which I fhall fend you from that place. I thould have 
called to fee you again in your afflictions, before I left B. had 
I not been obliged to wait upon my veflel. Juft as we were 
heifting fail, 1 heard of the death of your fon T. from a per- 
fon I called to upon the fhore. Great are the trials you have 
been made to pais through, fince I was firft acquainted with 


‘you; and they have been frequently repeated. But they have 


been no greater, nor more frequent, than a God of infinite love 
and 
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and wifdom defigned. He well knew the weight of your afflic- 
tions, before he laid them on you; as well as the end his benevo- 
lence defigned to anfwer, by thefe fharp rebukes. You have hoped, 


that former deaths, though in your very bofom, were fanctified to 


you, by that wifé, holy, and good Being, whofe are the keys of 


| death, and with whom isthe refidue of the Spirit.* It is his 


province to bring good out of evil, light out of darknefs, and 


| joy out of forrow. He can eafily appoint unto thofe, whom he 
 caufes to mourn, lseauty for afhes, the oil of joy for mourning, and 
| the garments of praife for the fpirit of heavinefs. If your former 
' troubles were for good, no doubt your latter ones will be alfo. 


But perhaps you have fometimes been ready to fay, with refpe& 
to the laft forrowful event, which I have mentioned, “ Had it 


> been almoft any other flroke of providence, I could have borne it ; 
| but it was my darling child, my favourite fon.’’ But God knew 


this, and therefore laid his hand on him, as beft calculated to an- 
fwer his benevolent defign, and fhow you the vanity of this world, 
and how little dependence is to be placed upon creatures. Every 
fmart, which attends this ftroke, as well as all the others, God 


| knew before, as what would beft anfwer his end, and beft advance 


your {piritual good, if you love him who correéts you, and fubmit 


| to his will. I hope you are able, through grace, to fay with Da- 


vid, “ _I was dumb, I opened not my mouth, becaufe thou didt 


| it’? If fo, you will alfo be able to fay, with the fame faint, “ It is 


good for me, that 1 was afflifted.” If opr afflictions are fatherly 
chaftifements, and produce the peaceable fruits of righteoufnefs in 
us, we have reafon to rejoice, and to thank God for them, as 
choice mercies. 1 truft yours will work out for you a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory, through the merits of the 
Saviour. On him I wifh you to meditate much. I defire that 
the furviving children may profit by thefe ftrokes, and devote 
their youth to the fervice of their Creator, that their lives may be 
ufeful and happy, and their end peace. I hope, dear madam, 
that we fhall meet in a better world, where we fhall recount all 
eur tears and forrows with inexpreflible joy. 
Yours with efteem and affedion, 
BARNABAS, 


——— Ee 


LETTER TO A SISTER. 


IN your laft you requefted me to give an account of my 
firft religious exercifes. As we are commanded to give a reafon 
of the hope that is within us, when afked, may I do it with that 

meeknefs 

* This lady, about ten years ago, was suddenly called to bury her baby ; 
and in about six weeks, her husband, a very pious and worthy man. These 


events were hopefully the means ofher conversion. A fever went through 
ber family, lately, of which onc son died in the winter, and another in June. 
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meeknefs and fear of God, which ought at all times to poffefs our 
hearts. 

Having had early religious inftruction from a pious mother, [| 
was made while young, like Felix, to tremble. I read, prayed, 
and ftrove to work out a righteoufnefs of my own; vainly im- 
agining God would beftow his mercy on me, on account of thofe 
external duties; not once realizing, that God looks on the heart. 
I often felt afraid to go to fleep when I had broken the Sabbath, 
or done any thing whereby I thought I had incurred the difpleaf- 


‘ure of God; and would then feel the need of pardon; which 


I: fuppoted I often obtained by afking. Not confidering that 
God heareth not finners. 

When I was fixteen years old, my father died. I then being 
left an orphan, (my mother having died fome years before) I felt 
it highly important that 1 fhould have God for my father and 
my friend. I imagined I. was willing to fubmit to God, but 
thought he was not willing to accept of me. I-often had hard 
thoughts of God for withholding his mercy from me, and be- 
ftowing it on thofe wha were les deferving of it. Thus I fought 
with God for feveral years. At the age of nineteen I came to 
live with my filter in N M . Here I heard from the defk 
the diftinguifhing doétrines of the gofpel held up to view in a very 
clear manner. Such as the doétrine of the total depravity of the 
heart, divine fovereignty, jultification by faith, unconditional fub- 
miflion to the will of God, unfeigned repentance for fin the im- 
mediate duty of finners, &c. To thefe doctrines.my heart was 
greatly holtile. Nor could I conceive how God could bea jutt 
being, and require of his creatures what they were unable to per- 
form with wicked hearts. I would often leave the room when that 
fubject was introduced ; trying to flatter myfelf the dofrine was 
not true. At length I was bronght to a full conviction of the 
truth of the doétrines of the gofpel. Light feemed to be thrown 
im upon my underftanding, but the truth had not as yet reached 
my heart. The more I contemplated the fubje& of religion, the 
more my enmity was excited ; till I found my heart to be in per- 
fe& oppofition to God and his law. Here 1 could compare my- 
felf to none but thofe-who blafpheme his name. At this time 
my thoughts were too dreadful to be exprefled! The anguifh of 
foul I then felt can only be realized by thofe who have been in 
the fame deplorable fituation. O I wifhed 1 had been a heathen, 
or fome irrational creature, rather than a gofpel defpifer. 1 often 
longed for annihilation ; for I believed if I were in heaven with 
the heart I then poffeffed, it would be a hell to me. At times | 
was afraid I had committed the unpardonable fin. One day I was 
about to give up all hope of ever obtaining mercy ; I thought | 
would retire to my Rudies and calt off all concern for my foul. 
Sut found I could not. I concluded to look once more arene 
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the throne of grace. I thought if I perifhed it fhould be at the 
feet of Chrift pleading for mercy. ~Though I could not fee how 
God could poflibly have mercy upon fo vile a creature. I {till 
felt like one deftined to wear a heavy burden. Often feared my 
convictions were not of the right kind. (Here, dear fifter, you 
will more eatily enter into the feelings of my heart than I can de- 
{cribe them.) At this diftrefling moment, God, who is rich in 
mercy, was pleafed, I humbly truft, by his irrefiftible grace to 
overcome my oppofition and fill my foul with joy unfpeakable. 
Every part of the character of God, as exhibited in his word and 
works, appeared infinitely defirable and lovely. O, thought I, 
fhould God place me any where, or make any inftrument of me to 
glorify his name, I fhould rejoice in it. Now I felt how exceed- 
ingly crimina! I had been in exercifing fuch enmity againft the 
fovereignty of God. It feemed as if I fhould defire to love 
the bleffed God, fhould he fend meto hell; and fhould blame 
the devils for not loving him too. You will not infer from what 
I have juft faid, that I felt willing to become an enemy to God, 
and be banifhed from his prefence forever. No, this is not my 
meaning. My will feemed fo abforbed in the divine will, and 
could fee fuch a confiftency and harmony in the government of 
God, that I could with unreferved confidence leave my all in his 
hands. In fuch an unconditional fubmiflion of the foul to God, 
there is fweet confolation. In the evening this happy change 
took place in my mind. WhenI awoke in the morning, 
I felt a fweet calmnefs of mind, and every thing but man, the no- 
bleft of his works, feemed to be praifing God. God in three per- 
fons feemed to deferve equal praife and glory. 

Thus I have attempted to give you fome account of the way in 
which I truft the blefled Jefus has been pleafed to reveal 
himfelf to my foul. But let us beware, my friend, of trufting to, 
or living on paft experiences. Q the importance of maintaining 
a daily and hourly walk with God. And that we may enjoy com- 
munion with our heavenly Father through his dear Son, let us be 
much in fecret prayer ; and may we be enabled to bring our re. 
ligion from the cloijet into the world withus. In this way we fhalk 
beft proclaim abroad, “ the honours of our Saviour.” 

O my filter, let us deny ourfelves, and no longer feek the friend- 
fhip of the world ; but follow the Lamb through evil as well as 
through good report. Self-denial always brings its own reward 
with it. 

Let us be decided. God’s caufe ts in oppofition to the caufe 
of the world, and requires all our exertions. 

Before I clofe I would recommend to your perufal the 
works of the great Mr. Edwards. Efpecially his treatife on the . 
A ffections. Yours affectionately, 


-_ 3 
*% 


Difirie of Maine. 





On the Use of Tobacce. { Yan, 


ON THE USE OF TOBACCO. 


To the Editors of the Mass. Missionary Magazine. 
GENTLEMEN, 


Should you confider the following anecdote worthy a place in your ufe- 
ful Magazine, you are at liberty to publifh it. Norvitte. 


NOT long fince a friend of mine called upon me, who, I knew, 
had been in the habit of ufing tobacco. My own box at that time 
being empty, I requefted of him the ufe of dis ; on which he in- 
formed me, that he had for fome time laid afide his box, and with 
it the ufe of tobacco. ILexprefied fome furprife, and wifhed to 
know the motive of hiscondua&. After a fhort paufe he modeftly 
gratified my curiofity, by obferving to the following effed. 

“I was lately led into a train of ferious refle€tion on the defign 
pr end of my condué, in making ufe of tobacco, as ¢or a long 
time I had done. Why, I afked myfelf, do 1 purfue this fafci- 
nating practice? Is any valuable purpofe anfwered by it? Does it 
contribute either to my temporal or {piritual good? Does it put 
me into a fituation to be more ufeful to my family, my neighbours 
or fociety ? Have I in view the glory of God? In a word, have 
lin view any valuable end’whatever ? Thefe queries I put to my 
confcicnce ; but neither of them could I anfwer in the affirmative. 
On the contrary, I was conftrained to conclude that the praétice 
was ufelefs, and worfe than ufelefs; that it was attended with 
needlefs and wanton expenfe, and could claim.no higher motive 
than that of animal and felfifh gratification. Ifelt myfelf con- 
demned. Under a ftrong conviction of the unreafonablenefs and 
even criminality of my conduét, I refolved that I would immedi- 
ately abandon it, & appropriate fo much money, annually, towards 
the fupport of Chriftian miflionaries, as I conjeftured I had annu- 
ally expended, in the purchafé of an intoxicating and injurious weed.” 

Such, for fubftance, was the account, which my friend gave me 
of himfelf, in reply to my requeft. Itferved not merely to gratify . 
my curiofity. It lead me into a ferioys train of reflection, and had a 
practical influence. 

The ‘writer of ‘this article is not unaware, that to many it may 
appearttoo trifling to merit ferious attention ; but fenfible that the 
‘moft inconfiderable event may ftand conneéted with, and under 

' the governance of the God of providence, be produétive of the 
moft defirable confequences, he 1s not without hope, that the an- 
ecdote; fimple as it may appear, will be inftrumental of great and 

#iextenfive good. To this purpofe it is humbly commended to the 
e ' divine bleffing. 

Reader, art thou in the habit of ufing tobacco in any way from no 

* higher confideration than that of Tenfual or felfith gratification : 


Art 
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Art thou addicted to {trong drink beyond “ its neceflary ufe ?” Doft 
thou pamper thy body with that luxurious living “ wherein is 
excels ?”” Dolt thou gratify thy vanity and pride with needlefs 
and expenfive ornaments for the decoration of thy dying and 
« vile body ?”? Doft thou in any way {pend thy money for “ that 
which ts not bread,” and which profiteth not? Doft thou make 
thefe things, or any of them, thy idol? When put in competition 
with the object of the miffionary fociety, canft thou not find it in 
thine heart to relinquifh them; or at leaft, an unreafonable and 
excellive ufe of them? Art thou lefs concerned for the promotion 
of the everlafting happinefs of precious and immortal fouls, than 
for the gratification of flefhly appetites and pafiions! Alas, alas ! 
if this be thy cafe. Serioufly refle& on thy wretched condition ; 
conlider thy ways and be wife. Lay afide every fuperfluity of 
naughtinefs ; renounce a felfifh fyftem ; let thy heart expand with 
warm and difinterefted benevolence towards the fouls of thofe, 
who may be perifhing for lack of vifion, and withhold not that 
affliltance, which may be neceffary to their enjoyment of the 
preached word and the other inftitutions of our holy religion. 
Thus be perfuaded to do geod and communicate, for * with fuch 
facrifice, God is well pleafed ;” and may the “ blefling of many 
‘who are ready to perifh come upon thee.” 








Selections, 


SELF-EXAMINATION. 
QN THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE NEW YEAR. 


HAVE |, during the year that is paft, regarded the favour and 


everlafting enjoyment of God as the great end of all my fchemes, 
aud have I laboured to maintain a conftant reference to him in all 
the actions of my life? 

Have I, in purfuing that end, placed my whole reliance on Je- 
fus Chrift; regarding his obedience, facrifice, mediation, and inter- 
ceflion, as the only gréund on which I could hope to obtain the 
pardon of my fin, peace with God, the fanctifying influence of the 
Holy Spirit, or any other {piritual bleffing ? : 

Have I[ kept in mind the indifpenfable obligation I am under to 
walk in the fteps of Chrift, and to be hgly as he is holy, if I would 
enter into heaven; and have I been earneitly engaged in prayer 
to God for his Holy Spirit, in the firm belief that by him alone, 
I can be enabled to fulfil that obligation? 

Have I been employed in cultivating an habitual fenfe of God’s 
prefence, and of my accountablenefs to him; of the fhortnefs of 
time, and of my obligation to improve it? Has 
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Has it been my ftudy to appear well, not fo much in the fight 
of men as in that of God? And to that end have I been particu- 
larly on my guard againft the love of human praife or diftinaion, 
and the fear of fhame ? 

Have I been in the habit of confidering love to God, ‘and zeal 
for his glory, as my higheft duties ? Has it been my daily labour 
to improve in thefe divine affections ? And have I judged of my 
progrefs in them, not by tranfient fervours of the mind, but by 
my habitual temper, by my punctual performance of the felf-de- 
nying duties of Chriftianity, by my cheerful acquiefcence in all the 
difpenfations of the Almighty, and by the love, the humility, and 
- the meeknefs, which I have been enabled to exercife to all around 
me? 

Can I fay of myfelf that I have lived a life of dependence on 
Chri(t, and of faith in his word; and that I have made that word 
the exclufive meafure of my belief and practice? 

Has it been my particular ftudy to reftrain all wanderings of 
the mind in the public and private exercifes of divine worfhip, and 
to guard alfo againtt the evils of vanity and formality in worfhip- 
ping God? 

Have I banifhed, as much as poffible, vain and worldly conver- 
{ation from my lips, and vain and worldly thoughts from my 
mind, on the Lord’s day, and have I taken delight in its appro- 
priate duties? 

Have I been careful fo to arrange my bufinefs, and my domef- 
tic concerns, that neither I myfelf, nor any of my family, nor any 
one employed by me, may experience any unneceflary hindrance 
to a regular attendance on the public worthip of God, or be de- 
prived of the time which is requifite for duly hallowing the Sab- 
bath ? 

Have [been particularly ftudious to guard againft the intrufion 
of impure thoughts; turning away mine eyes from whatever 
might excite them, fhutting my ears againft polluting converfation, 
and reftraining my tongue from every licentious word ? 

Have I been vigilant in reprefling equally every rifing of cov- 
etous defire, and every tendency to improper expenée or the care- 
lefs profufion of any of the gifts of God? 

Have I regarded myfelf in the light merely of a fteward of the 
bounties of Providence; and have I fought out proper objects 
with whom to fhare them? Remembering that to God I mult ac- 
count for the employment of all his gifts, let me now inquire 
whether in the laft year my heart has devifed, and my hand has 
executed, liberal things? What proportion of my gains have I 
given to God? Is it a fufficient proportion? Might it not have 
been enlarged by the abridgment of vain and fuperfluous ex- 


pentes? 
Have 
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Have the temporal, but efpecially the fpiritual miferies of my 
fellow-creatures excited any ferious concern in my mind, or led 
me to join in plans for their relief ? 

Have I been careful to improve my time, that invaluable tal- 
ent ; redeeming it from unneceffary fleep, and from frivolous con- 
verfation and purfuits ; refifting every temptation to procraltina- 
tion and floth ; applying myfelf with a¢tivity to the bufinefs of the 
prefent day or hour? 

Have I kept truth inviolate in the fmalleft, as well as in the 

reateft, matters; even in cafes where my worldly intereft, or my 
worldly credit, might feem to be at {take ? 

Have I conducted my worldly affairs with ftri&@ uprightnefs 
and fidelity, as in the fight of God ; not concealing from others 
that which they ought to know, or taking advantage in any de- 
gree of their ignorance or dependence ? 

Have I been careful to look up to God for his bleffing on all 
my undertakings, avoiding every purfuit, whether of pleafure or 
butineis, in which I could not freely implore him to profper my 
way? : 

Have I cultivated a teachable fpirit ? Have I been open to con- 
viction, and been ready to receive reproof meekly and thankfully ? 

When engaged in difpute, have I been apt to indulge any {u- 
percilioufnets in look or manner, any fournefs of mind, any impa- 
tience of contradiction ; or have I been in the habit of littening, 
with patience and kindnefs, to the arguments and reafonings of 
others, however abfurd and impertinent they may have appeared 
to be? 

In my domettic relations, efpecially, have I borne contradiction, 
or diffent, with kindnefs and good humour; or have I been apt to 
fhew impatience on any fymptom of a difference in opinion ? 

Have I cherifhed a temper of benignity towards all around me ; 
carefully attending to the duty of Chriftian courtefy, to the out- 
ward expreflion of love and kindnefs ; and avoiding every thing, 
whether peevifhnefs and ill humour, or coldnefs and neglect, which 
might unneceflarily wound the feelings of others ? 

Have I watched againft all haftinefs of {pirit towards inferiors, 
and efpecially towards thofe who depend on me, or need my 
help ; and have I been ready to liften cheerfully to their reprefen- 
tations, and to fhew them all the kindnefs in my power, confiltent- 
ly with my other duties? 

Have [ allowed the ill conduét of others to lefflen my kindnefs 
and good will to them, or to irritate me to return evil for evil ? 

In reproving fervants, have I been careful to avoid harfhnefs ? 
and has my general condué& towards them proved, that I am real- 
ly anxious to promote their everlafting interefts ? 

Have I been apt to indulge paffion or peevifhnefs towards my 
children? Have I watched over them as one who muft give an 
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account of them to God; being prevented neither by falfe tender. 
nefs, nor indolence, from duly correéting their faults ? 

Have I exerted myfelf, as much as I might have done, in lead. 
ing. my children, my fervants, and all over whom I have any in- 
fluence, to God ? 

Have | been fufficiently on my guard againft all excefs in eat- 
ing or drinking, or in any other kind of bodily indulgence ? 

Have I been punétual in devoting a part of every day to thofe 
great concerns which lie between God and my foul? 

Have I been in the daily habit of reading the word of God 
with meditation and prayer: 

How has the duty of fecret prayer been performed ? 

Have I every day made thoie graces of the Chriftian temper, in 
which I know mylelf to be defective, the fubje&t of fpecial and ear- 
neft fupplication at the throne of grace ? 

Have I been accuftomed to retrace the innumerable inftances of 
God’s providential goodnefs to me, and to adore him on account 
of them ? 

Has my mind been properly affected with the bleffings of re- 
demption, and in the contemplation of them have I been wiiling 
to devote myfelf entirely to the fervice of my Redeemer ? 

Have I been in the daily praétice of calling to mind my innu- 
merable offences againft God, and improving the recolle¢tion of 
them as an incitement to greater watchfulnefs, circumfpection, 
and felf-denial ? 

Have I daily engaged in the work of felf-examination, and has 
that duty been faithfully and diligently performed ? 

Have I anxioufly ftudied to reform what I have found to be 
amifs ; and has the difcovery of my failures led me more deeply 
to repent of fin, more highly to value the love of my crucified Re- 
deemer, more implicitly to rely on his atoning merits for pardon 
and acceptance, and on the grace of the Holy Spirit, for victory 
over fin, and advancement in holinefs ? 

Have I, on the whole, been advancing in my fpiritual courfe 
during the laft year? Chriftian Obferver. 


_——D + oe 


EMINENT WITNESSES TO EXPERIMENTAL RELIGION: 


(Continued from p. 265.) 


XV. 


FREDERIC WILLIAM, MARGRAVE OF BRANDEN- 
BURGH. 


Born A. BD. 1620. Died 1688. 


HIS prince, who was alfo arch-chamberlain, and eleétor of 
the Roman empire, fucceeded his father in thofe high 


affices juft as he attained the age of manhood. He gave early 
indications 
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indications both of genius and piety, and when he found the pub- 
lic ftate of things dangerous and alarming, he ufed to pray, 
ss Lord, make known to me the way in which I muft walk.’’ 

Twice this illuftrious man adventured in the ftate of matrimo- 
ny; firft with the daughter of the prince of Orange, and after. 
ward with the princefs Dorothea of Holftein ; by the former of 
whom he had an anceftor of the prefent king of Pruffia, and by 
the latter five children. 

He was offered the crown of Poland upon condition of re- 
nouncing the Proteftant religion; but rejected it with contempt, 
as a poor exchange for his confcience and integrity. On the con- 
trary, he greatly fuccoured the poor perfecuted Proteftants, and 
afforded them an afylum in their diftrefs. A fhort time before 
his death he received the holy communion with tears of pious af- 
fection, and finding his illnefs increafe, called together his minif- 
ters of ftate, together with the eleGtoral prince his fucceflor, and 
delivered them an excellent charge in refpe& both of their public 
and private conduct. In the remaining part of his illnefs he utter- 
ed many excelient things, and in particular, ‘that he could now 
build with affurance upon that faith in which he had lived: and 
that he then FELT THE Grace oF GoD WITHIN HIM. 

The morning on which he died, he bleffed his children and fami- 
ly, and his laft words were thofe happy ones of Job, ** I know that 
my Redeemer liveth.” 


XVI. 
SACKVILLE, EARL OF DORSET.+ 
Born A. D. 1536. Died 1608. 


THIS nobleman was educated at Oxford, of which he was 


many years chancellor. 


In the courfe of his time, he aéted a very confpicuous part .in 
public bufinefs. He was ambaflador from queen Elizabeth to 
Charles IX. and in the low countries ; and afterwards fucceeded 
lord Burleigh, as lord high treafurer of England. 

This peer poffeffed refpectable literary abilities, and a deep 
knowledge in the hiftory and political concerns of his country. 
His difpofition was very munificent and charitable, and he had the 
happinefs of enjoying fifty-three years domettic felicity with one 
lady. 

His laft will has been noticed for difcovering a remarkable 
fpirit of piety and ferioufnefs. 1 fhall, therefore, felecé& therefrom 
the following extract. 

“ Firft, therefore, as a living creature, moft. bound thereunto, 
I....proftrate myfelf in all humility and thankfulnefs at the feet of 
my Creator, Redeemer, and Saviour. Rendering unto his divine 

Majetty 
¢ Bio. Brit. and Collin’s Peerage. vol: 1. 
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Majefty....hearty thanks for that he hath vouchfafed to create me 
a man ; but ipecially, in that he hath pleafed to make me a Chrif- 
tian man, whereby in this life I may joy and rejoice with the found 
and badge of that glorious name: and when I go from hence, I 
may thereby, and through the mercies and goodnefs of Jefus 
Chrift, depart and die in affurance and comfort of my foul and 
body’s falvation and refurretion, and to reft at his right hand...... 
To him, therefore, my moft merciful and omnipotent God,.... 
I bequeath my foul, firmly and affuredly trufting, believing, and 
freely confefling, that by the death and paffion of his Son Jefus 
Chrift, and by his only mercy,....and not by any good work or 
merit of mine own (....all which, when I have done, yet am I but 
an unprofitable fervant....) I fhall live and partake with his faints 
-»-..0f that eternal....blifs and happinefs, which he hath prepared 
for his elect, of which number.....I do confidently and fteadfaftly 
hope, know, and believe, that I am one.” 


AVI. 


HENRY, PRINCE OF WALES.* 
Born A. D. 1593. Died 1612. 

THIS prince was the eldeft fon of king James the Firft. In 
1610, he was created prince of Wales, a title which had lain long 
dormant ; but before he attained nineteen years of age, it pleafed 
God to take him to fuperior honours. 

When his laft illnefs grew defperate, archbifhop Abbot vifited 
and prayed withhim. He inquired of his religion and of the ftate 
ot his foul—* of his faith in Chrift, only by whom and in whom, 
without any merit of his, he could be aflured of remiflion of all his 
fins ;’’ this the prince confeffed to be his fincere belief. When he 
drew near his end, and was pafled the power of fpeech, being de- 
fired to give fome fignal of his faith and hope of the bleffed ref- 
urrection ; this he did, by elevating both his hands. His funeral 
fermon was preached by the above named archbifhop, and anoth- 
er was preached to his family, at the breaking up of his houfe- 
ray by his chaplain, bifhop Hall, who calls hima “ glorious 
aint.” 

“His fentiments of piety (fays Dr. Birch) were flrong and 
habitual, and his zeal for the interefts of religion fuch, that he 
would, if he had lived, have ufed his endeavours for reconciling 
the divifions among its profeflors. He ufually retired three times 
a day for his private devotions, and was fcarce once a month ab- 
fent from the public prayers, where his behaviour was highly de- 
cent and exemplary ; and his attention to the preacher the moft 
fixed imaginable. He had the greateft efteem for all divines, 
whoie charaéter and conduét correfponded with their profeffion: 
but could not conceal his indignation, again fuch as _ — 

utentiy 


*.Life by Dr. Birch: 
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fiftently with it; and he, above all things, abhorred flattery and 
vain glory in them.” 

The following anecdotes will confirm this chara¢ter.—Once, as 
he was hunting, the {port was totally {poiled by a butcher’s dog 
killing the ftag. Some of the company endeavoured to excite his 
anger againft the owner of the dog, and told him, that on fuch an 
occafion, his father (though a religious man in his way) would 
have fworn fo, that no man could have borne it; but the young 
priice calmly replied, “ All the pleafure in the world is not 
worth an oath.” 

On another occafion, fome perfons railing againft puritan 
preachers, he faid, He knew not what they called puritan preach- 
ing; but he loved that preaching which went neareff to the heart. 
An admirable proof of his tafte in this refpect, he gave in the 
choice of Dr. (afterwards bifhop) Ha// for his chaplain. 

( To be continued. ) 


> +e—— 


ON THE STRUCTURE OF HOUSES IN THE EAST. 


IN reading the New Teftament, many difficulties arife from 
not confidering how differently houfes were conftructed in Judea, 
from thofe with which we are familiar in England. Hence, par- 
ticularly, it has appeared frange to fome perfons to find a “ roof 
uncovered,” in order to let down the paralytic into the houfe 
where our Lord was fitting and teaching.* 

But Dr. Shaw, and other travellers, render this account perfect- 
ly eafy, by reprefenting the manner in which the principal houfes 
in the eaft are built. 

The ftreets of their cities, he obferves, are generally narrow, 
the better to fhade them from the fun. In entering one of the 
houfes, we firft pafs through a porch, or gate-way, with benches 
on each fide ; where the mafter of the family receives vifits, and 
difpatches bufinefs: few perfons are admitted further. From 
hence we are received into the court, or quadrangle ; which being 
Open to the weather, is, according to the ability of the owner, 
paved with marble, or fuch materials as will carry off the water. 
On public occafions, the company is received into this court; and 
very. rarely into the chambers. This court, which is properly 
called the Houft, anfwers to the word in Luke v. 19, the Midf, 
where Chrift and his apoftles were feated. The court is frequent- 
ly furrounded with a cloifter, over which there is a gallery ereét- 
ed, having a baluftrade, or parapet-wall, round it, to prevent peo- 
ple from falling into the court. From the cloifters and galleries we 
are conducted into large apartments of the fame length with the 
court. The ftairs are generally placed in the porch, 
or at the entrance of the court, fo that we may go up or 


come 
* Luke v.19, and Mayk ix. 
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come down them, without entering into any of the apartments ; 
which explains Matt. xxiv. 17, “ Let him that is on the houfe-top 
not come down to take any thing out of the houfe.” 

The top of the houfe, which is always flat, is covered with a 
{trong platter, and is called the Terrace: this is always guarded 
with a wall (according to Deut. xxii. 8.) On thefe terraces fev- 
eral domeflic bufineffes are performed, as the drying of linen and 
flax,* preparing figs and raifins. Here alfo they enjoy the re- 
frefhing breezes of the evening, converfe with each other, and 
perform their devotions, as Peter did.t 

It may be prefumed, therefore, that our Saviour, at the heal- 
ing of the paralytic, was preaching in the court of fuch a houfe, 
which, being much crowded, did not admit of paffing through 
the congregation ; but that they took him up the ftairs from the 
porch, carried him along the flat gallery, took down (inwards) 
a part of the baluftrade or parapet, and with cords, faltened to 
the corners of his matrafs, let him gently down by the wall 
which was generally covered with glazed or painted tiles, into 
the area; where our Lord, obferving their faith, was pleafed to 
crown it with the defired fuccefs; and thus we fee that there is 
no room for thofe pretended difficulties and abfurdities with which 
the enemies of the Bible have endeavoured to encumber this 
miracle. 

A due attention to this ftrué&ure of the eaflern houfes, will ferve 
to elucidate many other paffages of Scripture. 

It is poflible, for inftance, that the houfe of Dagon§ was con- 
firucted in this manner. The roof of the furrounding cloifters 
might be crowded with perfons aflembled to witnefs the ftrength 
ef Sampfon, who was placed in the court. The Dey’s palace at 
Algiers is formed in this manner ; and multitudes of people di- 
vert themfelves on the roof. ‘The pulling down, therefore. the 
two front pillars of the porch might occafion the cataitrophe re- 
corded. 

It was probably on the terrace of his palace that David was 
walking, when he overlooked Uriah’s garden; and Nebuchad- 
nezzar was perhaps regaling himfelf in a fimilar fituation, when 
he furveyed his own mighty works. Peter’s vifion of the fheet 
let down fron heaven might be commodioufly viewed in the fame 
fituation. The chamber of Daniel, in which he prayed, had 
probably a window opening into fuch a court ; and the informers, 
who might have bufinefs at his office, might eafily obferve him 
from the porch. 

In a word, the reader, by recollecting this defcription of eaftern 
habitations, which continue nearly in the fame form to this day, 
will be able to conceive far more correétly of various domettic oc- 
currences, as recorded in the Scriptures, and other writings of the 

ancients. 


* Fosh. ii. 6. £ Acts x. . § Judg. xvi, 
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ancients. —See Shaw’s Travels, p. 373—380 ;—New edition of Cal- 
met’s DiGionary ; Fragments, No. 204 ; and Scripture illuftrated,—and 
Poddridge in loc. Lon. Evan. Mag. 
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ANECDOTES. 
DIGNIFJED CONDUCT OF A YOUNG LADY¥Y. 
[Translated from the German. ] 

Exiza Emperr, a young Parifian, refolutely difcarded a gen- 
tleman to whom fhe was to have been married the next day, be- 
caufe he ridiculed religion. Having given him a gentle reproof, 
he replied, * That a man of the world would not be fo old fafh- 
ioned as to regard God and Religion.” Eliza immediately 
ftarted! but foon recovering herfelf, faid, “ From this moment, 
when I difcover that you do not refpeét religion, 1 ceafe to be yours. 
He who does not love and honour God, can never love his wife 
conftantly and fincerely.” 


A wickep boy, who had been additted to {wearing, was fevere- 
ly reproved by his father, who told him that God deard him. ‘The 
father, it feems, was himfelf an immoral man; but what he ha@ 
faid to the boy, itruck him fo deeply, that 1t was a means of his 
conviction ; but ignorance having been his great unhappinefs, 
when he came to contider of what his father had faid, he aiked one 
ef the family, Whether God could /ee as well as hear. When an- 
fwered “ Yes ; God is infinite, and can hear and fee all things,” 
he replied, *“* I do not believe it; for,’” iaid he, “ my father was 
drunk jait night; and fure he would not be drunk, if God could 
fee him ; elie, Why did he tell me I thould not iwear, becaufe 
God could sear me ?”’ 


THE CHRISTIAN’S BADGE. 

Tue Romans had a law, that every one fhould, wherever he 
went, wear a badge of his trade in his hat, or outward veitment, 
that he might be known. Thus the Chriitian is never.to lay alide 
the badge of his holy profeffion ; but to let his light fhine, and 
adorn the doétrine ot God his Saviour in all things. 


THE CONTENTED FEMALE. 

A noBLeMAN foliciting a young country girl to abandon her 
ruftic ftate, and refide in a populous city, fhe replied, * Ah, my 
lord, the farther we remove from our/e/ves, the greater is our dil- 
tance from happinefs !’—They who leave their homes uncalled 
by Providence, in fearch of happinefs, generally find they are only 
farther from it. 

THE THREE QUESTIONS. 

Bernarp’s three queltions are worth the afking ourfelves, ir 
any enterprize :—1. Is it lawful? May | do it, and not fin ?—2, 
Is it becoming me as a Chriltian? May i do it, and not wrong 
my profefion ?—g. Is it expedient? May I do it, and not offend 
my weak brother ? C. B.. 
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UNITED STATES. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION AT PLYMOUTH. 


To the Editors of the Massachusetts Miss. Magazine. 
CHRISTIAN FATHERS AND BRETHREN, 

The following is a brief statement of a work of God’s Spirit, in reviving 
experimental religion among the people of the Second Parish in Plymouth, 
Should the account, in your judgment, be for the praise and glory of God, and 
the edification and joy of any wn his people, you will please to give it a place 


an your useful Magazine. 


“Ir may not be amiss to hint at 
Some things, relative to the state of 
religion among this people, previous 
to the late revival. 

In the year 1733, the south part 
of the town of Plymouth, at Monu- 
ment Ponds, was set off as a dis- 
tinct parish, by the General Court. 
After which, the people had occa- 
sional preaching among them to 
the year af And then the Soci- 
ety gave . Jonathan Ellis, of 
Sandwich, ; a ye to settle among 
them, in the work of the gospel 
ministry. He accepting, a council 
was sent for to embody a church, 
dnd to assist at his ordination. The 
persons embodied into a church 
were regularly dismissed and rec- 
ommended from the first church in 
Ply mouth, which was the first 
ehurch i in New England. The num- 
ber that composed this new church, 
were seven males, and eighteen fe- 
males. Mr. Ellis continued their min- 
ister about eleven vears; whena di- 
vision arose in the parish, occasioned 
chiefivy by the difierent sentiments, 
about the revival of arigen in the 
years 1742 and 1743. It appears, 
not only from the chiitch records, 
but from the Christian History, 
published about that time, giving 
an account of the wonderful work 
of God’s Spirit and grace, both in 
America and Scotland, that Mr. 
Ellis was united with many of the 
most godly ministers in the land, in 
sneouraging the gloriotis work of 


God, which many, even of his own 
parishioners opposed. The parish 
being small, and difficulties increas. 
ing, so that Mr. Ellis’ prospect of 
usefulness and support being over, 
he asked a dismission. And in 
1749, a council was called, and by 
their advice the church very re- 
luctantly dismissed him. Mr. El- 
lis afterwards settled at Little Comp- 
ton in the county of Bristol. The 
church then were as sheep without 

a shepherd, having little preaching 
among them for some years. There 
was a revival of religion while Mr. 
Ellis laboured among the people. 

In the vear 1753; the church gave 
a call to Mr. Elijah Packard of 
Bridgwater ; the society concurring, 
and he accepting, he was ordained. 
Mr. Packard continued with the 
people about three years. But dif- 
ficulties arising, he was dismissed 
So that from 1757 to 1769 (about 
twelve years) the church and socic- 
ty were destitute of the stated 
means of grace. 

But in 1769, God in his good prov- 
idence directed them to the Rey. 
Ivory Hovey, who had been dis- 
missed and recommended from the 
second church in Rochester, where 
he had laboured about twenty-nine 
years. In 1770, Mr. Hovey was 
installed ; and he faithfully labour- 
ecl among the people, both by pre- 
cept and example, for about thirty- 
three years. Inthe course of Mr. 
Hovey’s ministry to this poops 
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God was pleased to grant him con- 
siderable success, in winning souls 
to Jesus Christ. Especially about 
the year 1783, there was an awak- 
ening among the people, and many 
souls were hopefully brought to the 
knowledge of the truth. A consid- 
erable number were added to the 
church at that time and afterwards, 
who by their life and conversation 
adorned true religion. 

Mr. Hovey was enabled, through 
Christ’s strengthening him, to serve 
the people in the ministry of the 
word, until within a few weeks of 
his death; which took place No- 
vember 4, 1803, in the eighty-ninth 

ear of his age, and sixty-second of 
is ministry. 

For some years before Mr. Hov- 
ey’s death, religion was at a low 
ebb among the people. So that 
even on lectures preparatory to the 
Lord’s supper, sometimes there 
were but just enough to secure the 
promise of Christ, “‘ where two or 
three are gathered together in my 


name, there am I in the midst of 


them.” But no doubt these two or 
three were like Moses, Aaron, and 
Hur, on the mount, pleading for Is- 
rael. And though it was a dreary 
winter season, for some years, ini- 
quity abounded and the love of ma- 
hy waxed ‘cold; yet Mr. Hovey 
sowed the good seed of the word, 
and withheld not hishand. He was 
a preacher of Christ, and free grace. 
He was a man that rejoiced in the 
work of God’s Spirit, in convicting 
and converting sinners; and en- 
couraged it by his preaching, con- 
versation, and prayers; and no 
doubt God has been answering his 
prayers, upon his people, since his 
tongue has been silent in death. 
For soon after his work was done, 
and he at rest from his labour, the 
Lord was pleased to call up the at- 
tention of many, to the great cone 
cerns of the soul and eternity. 
There had been but few in the place 
for many years, that had showed 
God so much external respect, as to 
call upon his name in their fami- 
lies ; and profess to be the followers 
of the Lamb, and receive the sacra- 
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ments of the New Testament. But 
now, one and another began to re- 
flect upon their past stupidity, and 
neglect of Christ, and his great sal- 
vation. And some feared they 
should enjoy the gospel call no 
more, but be given up of God to 
perish in their sins. The many 
solemn warnings and exhertations 
given them by their deceased 
minister now came to mind; and 
the good seed of the word began to 
swell in the ground, and to be like 
the winter buds, ready to put forth, 
as soon as the spring opens. 

The people were favoured, after 
Mr. Hovey’s decease, with much 
good preaching. Many of the 
neighbouring ministers gave them 
each a Sabbath’s labour. And the 
word was blessed to the awakenin 
of some individuals. Though few, 
if any, expressed their concern, 
otherwise than by their serious at- 
tention to the preached word. The 
friends of Christ, who had been 
sleeping and slumbering with the 
foolish, began to awake, and cry 
unto Him for help in their destitute 
situation. Meetings for prayer 
were set up, and God was sought 
unto, to do those things for them, 
which he had purposed, and of 
which they now felt in some mea- 
sure their need. 

In March, 1804, I began to la- 
bour among this people by declar- 
ing unto them the way of salvation. 
At my coming among them, I found 
a very general attention to hearing 
the gospel. And some who had be- 
fore been ignorant of their lost situ- 
ation as sinners, now, had not onlya 
hearing ear, but began to under- 
stand that they were, by the right- 
eous condemnation of God, doomed 
to everlasting destruction. The 
commandment appeared to come 
home to some consciences, by the 
power of God, so as to cause their 
sin to revive, and to blast their false 
hopes. They found that they had 
been sleeping in sin, while the wrath 
of God abode upon them, and they 
were insensible of it. They had 
cried peace, 18 to their own 
souls, but Ged had not spoken —_ 
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to them, They had been presum- 
ing on God’s mercy, and abusing it ; 
but now some began to see that the 
great God was against them, and all 
the curses written in his book rested 
on their guilty souls. Now there 
Were anxious inquiries, What shall 
we do to be saved ? They found there 
Was no peaée to the wicked. The 
number as yet was small that mani- 
fested a deep impression of these 
things upon their souls. But one 
and another began to open their 


-$minds, respecting the folly of their 


past conduct, im spending their pre- 
Cious time im vanity and sin, and the 
awful state they felt themselves td 
be in ; which: tended to make others 
consider of their evil ways, and the 
reality of religion, and that they must 
be born again, or they could not see 
the kingdom of God. 

_ There was: now a great call for 
Ministerial labour. As the people 
requested frequent imstruction, and 
were willing, the most of them, to 
epen their houses, to accommodate 
the different scattered neighbour- 
hoods with weekly lectures ; where 
127 igs. and infirm persons, and 
many children, living at a distance 
from the meeting-house, in poor ¢ir- 
cumstances, needed to have the gos- 
pel preached to them, I joyfully 
embraced the opportunity to imitate 
the apostle in teaching them from 
house to house. So that in the 
course of about six weeks, the peo- 
ple requested, and gave good atten- 
tion to six and thirty sermons. And 
by haying three meetings on the 
Lord’s day and evening, and three 
or four evening lectures in different 
parts ef the extensive parish, ina 
week, occasioned no inconvenience 
to labouring men; but on the con- 
trary it eften appeared refreshing to 
their spirits and bodies too, to unite 
with their neighbours, after the bu- 
siness of the day, in prayer and 
praise, and in hearing of the reet that 
remains for God’s people. And 
some have observed, that they never 
got along so well in their worldly 
business, as they now do, since they 
have had their hearts engaged in 
religion, and spend an hour or twe 


in a day in some religious exercise. 
There were now hopeful appearances. . 
of God’s building up Zion in this 
little corner of his vineyard. The 
church expressing their desire of* 
my continuing with them, and the 
society in general concurving, I ac- 
cepted their invitation to settle with 
them. And after leaving them a- 
bout two months, returned: and was 
ordained July 18th, 1804. 

The serious attention eontinuin 
and increasing, in afew months af 
ter my settlement there was an ap- 
pearance ef a harvest of souls being 
gathered to Christ. A few persoys 
were born into the kingdom of God's 
dear Son. Some now knew, by hap- 
py experience, what it was to have 
joy and peace in believing in Jesus 
Christ; and new instances were 
now and then found, of persons bow- 
ed down in spirit, with a discovery of 
their numerous and aggravated sins. 
It was seen, that their sin not only 
exposed them te the wrath and curse 
of Ged ; but it appeared odious to 
them, and they loathed themselves in 
their own sight for all their iniqui- 
ties and abominations. Some who 
for a time seemed ready to turn their 
faces Zion-ward, have lost their con- 
cern, and it iste be feared are in a 
worse state than ever. Some who 
have not expressed any reconcilia- 
tion to,God, appear to have their 
concern of mind continue: and it 
may be, in some instances, such are 
mourners in Zion. Others have ex- 
pressed submission to Christ, and 
appear to be his willing captives. 
The thirst of the people for the 
preached word, has led them to re- 
quest and attend upon about 513 
sermons in the course of two years. 
And though there is reason to 
fear, that many have been no better 
than wayside or stony ground hear- 
ers ; yet there is reason to hope that 
a goodly number have kept the. 
word as well as heard it, and bring 
forth some fruit to the glory of 
God. 

It may be remarked, that God 
was pleased to combine various 
means, in promoting the solemnity 
on the minds of the people. 

About 
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About the time of my settlement, 
a sickness began among the people. 
Some thought it to be Ieonght over 
-sea. Many individuals and families 
were visited. And with this sick- 
ness and other disorders, nearly 
twenty persons died within eigh- 
teen months after their aged minis- 
ter Mr. Hovey. So that not only 
the acceptable year of the Lord, but 
also the day of vengeance of our 
God seemed to be proclaimed. The 
ealling of one and another by death 
to give up their account to Gc'l, was 
one mean of calling others to ac- 
quaint themselves with God and be 
at peace, that thereby good might 
come unto them. Though these 
afflictive dispensations of provi- 
dence, added to the solemnity of the 
scene ; yet itis to be lamented, that 
but few persons visited with sick- 
ness, have appeared to be savingly 
benefited thereby. 

The shaking among the dry 
bones in this valley, appeared to 
affect in some measure all; by 
causing bone to come to its bone in 
some ; flesh and sinews and skin to 
cover others; yet comparatively 
few have. had life enter into them, 
so as to cause them to stand up pub- 
licly for God. Andthose are chief- 
ly heads of families. And the 
words of our Saviour have in al- 
most every instance been verified ; 
two shall befin one bed, the one 
shall be taken and the other left. 
OQ affecting words! Q that those 
that are left might be affected! 

But there are a number of young 
persons, who have professedly en- 
gaged in the cause of Christ; and 
hopefully have those things that ac- 
company salvation. And there has 
been joy among God’s people, at 
the return of some erroneous and 
Vicious prodigals. Bless the Lord, 
© our souls, and all within us, 
bless his holy name; and forget not 
all his benefits ! 

The doctrines, usually called the 
doctrines of grace, have been held 
up to view in public and private. 
That system of doctrines contained 
in the Assembly of Divines’ cate- 


chism has been igculeated ¢s truth, 
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agreeable to the Bible. And those 
who have professed to have experi- 
enced a change of heart, by the allf- 
conquering influences of the Holy 


Spirit, have cordially subscribed to 


the same, as doctrines which cross- 
ed their carnal mind at enmity with 
God ; but which now are food and 
strength to their souls. It was not 
difficult to convince those persons, 
that they were lost sinners under 
the wrath of Gad, whom the Spirit 
had convinced. It now appeare¢ 
to be one thing to be convinced by 
rational arguments, and another 
thing to be convinced by the Spirit 
of God. Rational arguments might 
make them say they were sinners, 
and exposed to be forever misera- 
ble ; but the Spirit of God made 
them feel it. They found their 
hearts fully set in them to do evil, 
and no good thing in them. They 
were ready under their first awak- 
ening’s to think that they were wil- 
ling to ke converted and saved; 
but feared that God was not willing 
they should be. But after more 
clear convictions of truth, they 
found that their hearts were oppos- 
ed to God, and they were unwilling 
to come to Jesus Christ, that they 
might have life. They saw that if 
God should cast them off forever, 
he would be just, and themselves 
inexcuseable. They were enlight- 
ened into the doctrines of divine 
sovereignty, decrees and election ; 
and saw them to be the only ra- 
tional ground of hope for lost sin- 
ners; though they had often quar- 
relled with them. They found by 
their own experience, that it was 
impossible for them to be saved on 
the ground of their own righteous- 
ness. For a time they could not 
see how God could be just and 
save them. But when Jesus Christ 
was revealed to them, they saw in 
Him a fulness and willingness to 
save to the uttermost all that come 
to God by him. Those things, 
which once they highly esteemed, 
they found to be an abomination in 
God’s sight ; so that it could not be 
by works of righteousness which they 
had dong, but of his nvercy they mgt 
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be saved, by the washing of regenera- 
tion and renewing of the Holy Ghost. 
Instead of building upon their own 
natural sandy foundation, inherent 
ess, free will or morality; 

ey found that their house must 
come down, their false hopes per- 
ish ; and they begin entirely anew, 
to dig deep, and lay their founda- 
tion on the rock of ages Christ Je- 
sus. 

Those who have obtained and 
given some evidence of a change of 
heart, have appeared to see the evil 
of sin, as being in its own nature 
a selfish, unreasonable, ungrateful 
temper of heart, opposed to a holy 
and good God’; and tending to de- 
stroy all the happiness in the uni- 
verse. And at the same time be- 
lieving and rejoicing, that God will 
overrule all the evil in the universe, 
both natural and moral, for the 

atest good of his eternal king- 
om. They have complained of a 
proud, deceitful heart; a stupid, 
wandering mind; and a stubborn 
self-will. And previous to their ob- 
taining peace and comfort to their 
weary and heavy laden souls, they 
have been brought to exercise unre- 
served submission to God. And 
they have prefessed to approve 
heartily of the law of God, as holy, 
just and good ; even should they fall 
under the righteous curse of it. 
Those, who have professed to have 
submitted to Christ on his own 
terms, appear humble, and look up- 
on themselves as the chief of sin- 
ners, and unworthy to hope for sal- 
vation. The way of salvation by 
free grace in Christ Jesus, appears 
to suit ther feelings and condition. 
Some have expressed much joy and 
peace in believing ; and at the same 
time have looked upon themselves 


utterly unworthy ; and that it was’ 


wholly of God’s Spirit, that they 
were made willing to come to Christ 
for salvation. 

This good work of God among 
the people has not been attended 
with crying out, visions, and extra- 
ordinary bodily convulsions, as some 
times has been the case. A solemn 
countenance, bedewed with tears, 
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has been the most visible token of 
their anguish and distress of mind. 
And a serious, cheerful and circum. 
spect conduct in general manifests 
itself in those who have thought 
that they had found rest in Christ. 

Great care has been used, as te 
encouraging persons that they were 
ina safe state, which might lead 
them to take conviction for conver- 
sion. It has been aimed to hold 
up the truth before the mind, and 
impress it upon the conscience ; de- 
pendi.ig upon the Divine Spirit to 

ive it success by sanctifying the 
eart. Great care has likewise 
been taken in examining persons 
for communion. None being re- 
ceived in a private manner ; but be- 
fore the church, after giving some 
account of their religious experi- 
ences, or reasons of their hope. 
After waiting some time to try the 
fruit, we cannot but conclude that 
God has indeed been working 
among the people, by the Comfort- 
er, in reproving of sin, and of right- 
eousness, and of judgment. And 
to Him be all the praise and glory 
forever. 

At the time of my settlement, 
there were about eighty families, 
and four hundred souls in the par- 
ish : and about thirty six persons in 
the church, twelve males and twen- 
ty four females; and since the re- 
vival their number has doubled. 
And there are a number more, 
whom charity embraces as new 
born souls, who through prevailing 
fears have not yet come award to 
make a public profession, and par- 
take of the sacrament of the supper. 

The good effects of fhe work of 
God’s Spirit are still visible. A 
very strict regard is paid to the Sab- 
bath in general, and but very few 
neglect the house of God, who are 
in circumstances to attend, though 
many have to travel five and six 
miles to meeting on the Lord’s day. 
Many parents had not only neglect- 
ed Christ themselves, but neglected 
their children, as to devoting them 
to God, and training them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. But now the times are much 
altered 
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altered in this respect. Houses 
that were once destitute of the wor- 
ship of God, now have morning and 
evening sacrifice of prayer and 
praise offered up in them. Many 
children now have a parent to pray 
for them, and teach them the way 
of the Lord. t 
Since the awakening began, 
twenty men and women have re- 
ceived baptism ; and one’ hundred 
and thirteen children of professe 
believers have been dedicated to 
the Lord Jesus Christ in that ordi- 
nance, who we hope will be a gen- 
eration to praise and glorify God. 
Conference meetings have been 
encouraged and found profitable. 
In these meetings in different 
neighbourhoods, the brethen have 
exercised themselves to prayer and 
exhortation. Reading the Scrip- 
tures, or a passage from the Maga- 
zine, of which twenty sets have 
been taken in a year, together with 
prayer, praise, and conversation, 
has made an hour or two very edi- 
fying and refreshing. The frequent 
religious meetings have been spoken 
against, by some persons, who 
make no pretension to religion; yet 
it is believed they have proved very 
instructing to pious souls, and an 
effectual remedy against vain meet- 
ings of young people. And since 
Christians are commanded to ex- 
hort one another daily; and to pray 
without ceasing ; and in every thing 
to give thanks, it is to be hoped they 
will ‘continue in well doing, both to- 
wards God and towards man; for 
they shall reap if they faint not. 
And for their encouragement, let 
them remember, that those “ that 
feared the Lord spake often one to 
another, and the Lord hearkened and 
heard it ; and a book of remembrance 
was written before him for them that 
feared the Lord, and thought upon his 
name. And they shall be mine, saith 
the Lord of hosts, in that day when I 
make up my jewels.” Mal. iii. 16. 
To conclude. Inthe above state- 


ment it has been the object of the 
writer, to give a gencral, but brief 
and true account, in a plain man- 
ner, of what God tire Spirit has 
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wrought, in bringing a number of 
precious souls out of darkness into 
light, and from the power of Satan 
unto God, that they may receive 
‘forgiveness of sins, and an inheri- 
tance among them that are sancti- 
fied by faith in the divine Redeerm 
er. But let him that thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he fall. He 
that endureth to the end shall be 
saved. 
Setu STETSOW. 

Plymouth, Nov. 10, 1806. 
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RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY: 

May 15, 1806. This Society 
held their Seventh Annual Meeting 
at St. Paul’s Coffee-House, London, 
which was more numerously attend- 
ed than any former one, and proved 
a Meeting of peculiar interest, from 
the extended exertions and growing 
usefulness of that Institution. 

The zeal for the diffusion of Di- 
vine Truth, which induced the for- 
mation of this Society, appears to 
increase in proportion as new objects 
present themselves, and as the 
means of attending to them are af- 
forded to the Committee, from 
whose report it appears, that in the 
course of the last year, seven new 
Tracts, of the first series, have been 
published. Five have been transla- 
ted and published by the Society in 
the Welsh language, one in the 
Gaelic, one in the Spanish, one in 
the Italian, and two in the German 
languages. That since the last re- 
port, about 600 000 of the first ser- 
ies have been issued from the De- 
pository; and that the whole num- 
ber issued since the commencement 
of the Institution, in 1799, exceeds 
2 700 000. 

That the Committee have gratui- 
tously distributed among the army 
and navy, to foreign prisoners of 
war, among the Roman Catholics 
in Ireland, and to other places 
where the necessity was urgent, 
110 000 Tracts. 

That the Committee had com- 
mented 
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menced the important attempt, 
which was sanctioned by the last 
Annual Meeting, of subverting the 
Pernicious Tracts, so extensively 
Circulated by hawkers throughout 
the kingdom, by the publication of 
2 new series of Tracts, peculiarly 
adapted for sale by such persons ; 
designed to be both entertaining 
and instructive, having cuts, and 
‘being printed in the same form as 
those usually sold by the hawkers : 
three of which have been translated 
and published in the Welch lan- 
guage ; and, as an inducement to 
such persons to engage in the sale 
of them, the Committee have fixed 
the price so low as to yield to the 
venders and hawkers a profit supe- 
rior to that on any other Tracts 
hitherto published. 

A very extensive correspondence 
has been opened for the furtherance 
of this concern, and about 260 000 
of the new series of Tracts have 
been already issued ; but as returns 
have not yet been received from 
many of the Society’s agents, the 
exact number sold cannot be as- 
certained. 

The committee strongly recom- 
mend to their Christian brethren 
to consider the vast importance of 
subverting the vicious Tracts, and 
profane ballads, which supply temp- 
tation, and corruption to the rising 
generation; and they earnestly en- 
treat every friend to religion and 
virtue to look around on the shops 
mear his residence which are the 
depositories of such vehicles of vice, 
and to exert his influence to intro- 
duce in their place the Tracts pub- 
lished by this Society; and it is 
especially desirable that wholesale 
venders, who at present supply the 
small shops and the hawkers, should 
be made fully acquainted with the 
circumstance of the increased profit 
of two pence in the shilling to be 
ebtained by the sale of them. Asit 
must rejoice the heart of every 
Christian to be able, in any degree 
‘to geet the poison, or to counteract. 
its deadly intiuence, let every reader 
use immediate ‘exertion for that 


important purpose. 
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In order to promote the circula- 
tion of tracts as reward books ig 
Charity and Sunday Schools, the 
Committee have engaged with their 
present Depositary, Mr. Burditt, 
No. 60, Paternoster Row, London, 
to supply such schools on the same 
terms as subscribers. 

The Committee have recently 
published a uniform edition of the 
first series of Tracts in two hand. 
some volumes, the price of which is 
fixed extremely low; but as it has 
necessarily occasioned a heavy ex. 
pense to the Society, they earnestly 
entreat every friend to promote the 
sale of them, for the purpose of re. 
plenishing the funds, and promoting 
the interest of the Institution. 

Several very encouraging accounts 
were related, by members present, 
of the conversion of sinners to God 
by the reading of Tracts published 
by this Society ; some of which we 
hope, will be made public, as an 
encouragement to perseverance In 
the distribution; and as a persua- 
sive to those who have not yet be- 
gun this work, to delay it no longer, 
and to reflect how many opportuni- 
ties they have lost of putting Tracts 
into the hands of others, which 
might have been instrumental in sa- 
ving souls from eternal punishment, 
and leading them to joys which wali 
never cease. 

Extract of a Letter from a respecta- 
ble German Minister to the Com- 
mittee of the Religious Tract 
Society. 


Rev. AND DEAR Sir, 


As I shall probably be prevented, 
by a particular engagement, from 
attending the Annual Meeting of 
the Religious Tract Society, 1 beg 
leave to make you the following 
written communication, respecting 
the state of the different ‘Tract 
Societies on the Continent :— 

Professor Yung (late of Mar- 
burgh, now of Heidelberg) a mos* 
zealous and active gentleman, Con- 
tinues to receive, from time to time, 
donations from different parts. of 
Gtrmany, which enable him to dis- 
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tribute large numbers of tracts ; 
gome of which have been written by 
himself, and particularly seem 
adapted to the use of the common 
people, as they are chiefly in the 
narrative form. But they are read 
bv all classes of people, as Mr. 
Yung is a writer of considerable 
merit and reputation in Germany. 
Mr. Ortstein, a gentleman who 
was for some time in this country, 
put now is in Halle, where he stud- 
jes divinity, under the direction of 
Dr. Knappe, has, in a late journey 
through several parts of Germany, 
distributed a variety of useful tracts, 
not only among Protestants, but 
also among Roman Catholics. He 
has also requested both Dr. Knappe, 
and another respectable clergyman 
m Halle, to write some appropriate 
tracts; the printing of which has 


jost been completed. 


The Religious Tract Society in 
Basil, has lately lost one of its most 
active members, the Rev. J. Rudolf 
Huber, who indeed had the princi- 
pal direction of the concerns of that 
Society, took upon himself most of 
its burdens ; and wrote several very 
valuable tracts ; which will prove a 
blessing long after his death. 

Of the Religious Tract Society in 
Bern, I have heard nothing for a 
long time ; but I am fully convineed, 
that they still continue to exert 
themselves. 

I have not lately received any let- 
ter from the Danish Tract Society ; 
but I have learned from another 
quarter, that this Society becomes 
more and more respectable: that 
they have already done much good ; 
and distribute every year a very 
considerable quantity of Bibles, 
New Testaments, and religious 
tracts. ‘° hey likewise continue 
their Evangelical Magazine; and 
Seem to do every thing in their pow- 
er to stem the torrent of infidelity, 
which has so awfully overspread a 
great part of the Danish dominions. 

Permit me, finally, to observe, 
that, incompliance with the wish of 
your committee, two of your tracts 
have been translated into the Ger- 


meh language ; and shall be printed 
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with all possible expedition, for the 
use of the Germans residing in this 
kingdom. Wishing you, and all the 
friends of the Tract Society, the 
best of all ‘blessings, 
I remain, Rev. and dear Sir, 
yours affcetionately. 





BIBLE SOCIETY. 

On Wednesday the 7th May, 
1806, the Britzsh and Foreign Bi- 
ble Society held their Second Annual 
Meeting; which was very numer- 
ously and respectably attended, 
The Right Honourable the Presi- 
dent read a very interesting and 
satisfactory report ; and some valua- 
ble extracts of tcorrespondence were 
read by one of the secretaries. — It 
appears that the exertions of the 
committee to carry into effect the de- 
signs of the Society, have, during the 
last year, been attended with signal 
and extensive success. Among other 
facts too numerous to detail, the 
committee report, that they have 
granied to the Nurenberg Bible So- 
ciety a further donation of 200. 
in order to enable them to print by 
stereo-type the whole Bible ; that 
they have succeeded in establishing: 
a Bible Society at Berlin, for the 
Prussian dominions, which is hon- 
oured with the patronage of his 
Prussian majesty; and that ie 


‘are in treaty for a similar establish- 


ment in Esthonia, a province of the 
Russian empire; they also report 
that the Roman Catholics of Rat- 
isbon, stimulated by the example of 
Nurenberg, have instituted a Bible 
Society for the Poor in Germany of 
their persuasion ; and there is rea- 
son to believe that the New Testa-. 
ment adopted for their impression, 
is purged from all radical errors. 
At home the Committee detail 
many important proceedings ; they 
have supplied the French and Span- 
ish. prisoners.with portions of the 
Scripture in their respective lan- 
guages, and sent over many copies 
of the stereo-typed New Testament 
for circulating in Ireland. The 
are now printing the Welch Bible 
(the 






























{the New Testament of which is 
completed) a Spanish Testament, 
a Gaelic Bible, &c. 

The friends and resources of the 
society have considerably increased. 
They have received large contribu- 
tions from the Synods of Glasgow 
and Air, the Presbyters of Edin- 
burgh, the united denominations of 
Christians in Birmingham, besides 
lesser offerings from an association 
in London for contributing to their 
funds, and other congregations and 
individuals. 


MEETING AT BIRMINGHAM. 

A meeting was lately held at Bir- 
mingham, (Eng.) consisting of all 
the religious denominations, in or- 
der to support the object of the 
British and Foreign Bible society ; 
when it was agreed to divide the 
town into twelve districts, and that 
three persons (of different denomi- 
nations) should visit each ; in con- 
sequence of which, 600 pounds were 
ecllected for that excellent institu- 
tion. 


NOBLE DONATION. 
Tue British and Foreign Bible 
Society have lately been favoured 
with anoble present from a Lady of 
quality—the sum of ONE THOU- 
SAND GUINEAS! 


BRISTOL SOCIETY. 
. The Bristol Society, for promot- 
ing Religious Knowledge among 
the Poor, have published a Third 
Annual Report, stating, That since 
their commencement, they have dis- 
wibuted 110,000 Religious Tracts; 
and encouraging their friends to 
new and increased exertions. 


NAVAL AND MILITARY BIBLE So- 
SIETY. 
Patron, kis Royal Highness the 
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Duke of York; Vice-Patron, his 
R. H. the Duke-of Gloucester ; 
President, his Grace the Abp. of 
Canterbury ; Vice-Presidents, the 
Bishops of Durham, and Ely ; Earls 
Spencer, Dartmouth, and Radner; 
Lord Willoughby de Broke; Vice 


dm. Gambier; Lieut. Gen. R. 
anners; W. Wilberforce, R. 
Thornton, T. Bernard, Esgs.; 


Treasurers, Am. Martin, Esq. and 
Mr. John Stephenson; Secretary, 
Mr. N. Meredith; Collector and 
Messenger, Mr. S. Meredith, 23, 
Mount Street, Lambeth. 

Subscriptions are received by the 
following bankers: Messrs. Fuller 
and co.; Dorrian and co.; Ham- 
mersley and co.; Ronsom and co. ;- 
Down, Thornton, and co.; and 
Hoare’s, Fleet street ; also by Mr. J. 
Stephenson, William Street, Chat- 
ham Place. 

This Institution has existed ever 
since the year 1780; and although, 
for several years after its commence- 
ment, it received considerable en- 
couragement from some liberal 
friends, it seems to have been con- 
ducted in too private a manner to 
procure that general support which 
its importance, as a national object, 
deserved, and which, by a proper 
degree of publicity, it doubtless 
would have obtained. It appears, 
however, from the Address and Re- 
port lately printed, that 278 of his 
Majesty’s ships, 91 regiments, and 

garrisons and barracks, have 
been supplied with Bibles for the 
use of British sailors and soldiers ; 
and there is now a pleasure in an- 
nouncing the revival of the Society 
under patronage, which, it is hoped, 
will secure for it an adequate share 
of the public benevolence to estab- 
lish it upon a permanent foundation, 
and give it a lasting place in the list 

of useful British Institutions. ~ 
Lon. Evan. Mcz. 








Obituary. 


DIED at Gorham, (Me.) the 15th inst. Rev. Jeremtam Noves, aged 23. 
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